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International 
IPR 
 

Patent Expiry Of Key Blockbuster Drugs 
Good News For Generics 
Manufacturers, Says F&S 
January 16, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110288/patent-
expiry-of-key-blockbuster-drugs-good-news-for-generics-
manufacturers-says-fs.html  
 
The global generic pharmaceuticals market is likely to 
witness strong growth in the next few years owing to the 
patent ... 
 

Roche Unit In Partial Patent Deal With 
Regeneron Over Eylea; New Indication 
For Avastin 
January 4, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/109988/roche-
unit-in-partial-patent-deal-with-regeneron-over-eylea-
new-indication-for-
avastin.html?utm_source=2009_11_06-
Pharma+Clean&utm_campaign=035ea6d795-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email  
 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals (Nasdaq: REGN) says it has 
entered into a non-exclusive license and partial 
settlement agreement with Genentech, part of ... 
 

2012 Patent Expiries Will Undermine 
Pharma Industry  
January 3, 2012, SCRIP, Mike Ward  
http://www.scripintelligence.com/home/2012-patent-
expiries-will-undermine-pharma-industry-325317  
 
While the marquee event for the pharma industry in 
2011 was the long awaited expiry of the US patent 
protecting Lipitor (atorvastatin), an additional $30 
billion in US sales of other blockbuster drugs are at risk 
in 2012. 
  
Clearly, the 2011 expiries of Pfizer's Lipitor, Eli Lilly's...  

 

Regulatory  
 

First Legal Marijuana-Based Drug That 
Can Kill Pain Awaits Nod 

January 24, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/First-
legal-marijuana-based-drug-that-can-kill-pain-awaits-
nod/articleshow/11610487.cms  
 
If a British firm has its way, then the world's first 
cannabis-based prescription drug for mitigating cancer 
pain could soon hit pharmacies across the United States, 
a media report said.  
 
The UK-based GW Pharma is currently conducting 
"landmark" trials of medicines derived from the cannabis 
plant - in fact it's a spray developed from raw marijuana 
which the firm hopes to market in the US as a potential 
treatment for cancer pain, the 'Daily Mail' online 
reported. 
 

India Takes Up Fight Against Mental 
Disorders At WHO Summit 
January 24, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-takes-
up-fight-against-mental-disorders-at-WHO-
summit/articleshow/11608707.cms  
 
India has pushed the world into joining hands to fight 
against mental disorders like depression, anxiety, 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorders. With depression 
expected to be the leading cause of disease burden 
globally by 2030. 
 
World Health Organization (WHO) has announced a 
resolution on "Global Burden of Mental Disorders and the 
need for a comprehensive, coordinated response at the 
country level" at the end of its annual board meeting on 
Monday.  
 

Gov't Probes Laundry List Of 
Drugmakers 
January 23, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/govt-probes-
laundry-list-drugmakers/2012-01-23  
 
Even after a raft of record-breaking government 
settlements, there's no shortage of investigations 
targeting drugmakers. So, for pharma-watchers' 
convenience, the Financial Times has rounded up the 
companies and probes most likely to make news in the 
near term.  
 
The names are familiar, and so are the charges. But 
penalties? Most of those remain a mystery, at least until 
prosecutors speak. The probes du jour include potential 
violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, a.k.a., 
the U.S. anti-bribery statute.  
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Merck To Pay Up To $37M In Canadian 
Vioxx Case 
January 20, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/merck-pay-37m-
canadian-vioxx-case/2012-01-20  
 
Merck is wrapping up a Canadian class action suit by 
pledging to pay up to $37 million to Vioxx patients who 
developed heart problems after using the drug. The 
settlement includes $10 million in costs and fees, and 
will total between $21.8 million and $37 million 
depending upon the number of eligible claims. 
 
Vioxx, of course, is the now-withdrawn painkiller that 
spawned billions of dollars' worth of litigation, including 
a $4.85 billion settlement that covers most of the U.S. 
plaintiffs. After evidence surfaced that Vioxx could 
trigger heart attacks and strokes, thousands of patients 
sued the drugmaker alleging that the company didn't do 
enough to warn them of the potential health risks.  
 

Sanofi CEO Challenges FDA To Clear Up 
Regulatory Pathway For New Meds 
January 20, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/sanofi-ceo-
challenges-fda-clear-regulatory-pathway-new-
meds/2012-01-20  
 
Drug developers have had it with FDA reviews of new 
meds for major diseases such as diabetes and obesity. 
U.S. regulators have shot down or stalled a slew of 
applications for such drugs because of safety concerns, 
and Sanofi CEO Chris Viehbacher has called for the 
agency to clear up how it weighs the risks and benefits 
of the treatments or risk a drain on the industry's 
investment in developing them, Reuters reported. 
 
"You're starting to see primary care diseases becoming 
somewhat neglected," Viehbacher told Reuters, wearing 
his hat as the chairman of the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America. "To make sure we're not 
ignoring unmet needs in primary care, we need a lot 
more clarity around the risk-benefit so there's 
predictability when we invest in these products." 
 

BMJ: Roche Owes More Data On 
Tamiflu 
January 18, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/bmj-roche-owes-
more-data-tamiflu/2012-01-
18?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal  
 
 
 
 
 

Roche is on the firing line at the British Medical Journal . 
In a report from the Cochrane Collaboration research 
group, BMJ says Roche hasn't handed over all its data on 
Tamiflu, calling the flu fighter's efficacy into question.  
 
Given the fact that governments worldwide have spent 
billions to stockpile the drug in case of a pandemic, 
Roche owes complete transparency in return, BMJ says. 
"The bottom line is that people need to have access to 
all the data," investigations editor Deborah Cohen told 
Bloomberg. "They need to be able to do an independent 
review." 
 

Obama Administration Finally Proposes 
Doc-Disclosure Rules 
January 17, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/obama-
administration-finally-proposes-doc-disclosure-
rules/2012-01-17  
 
Ready for doc-payment disclosure rules in the U.S.? 
They've been promised for years now, ever since Sen. 
Charles Grassley and his cohorts started hammering on 
drugmakers' payments to physicians, academics and 
researchers.  
 
They've been on their way since October, when a 
provision in President Obama's healthcare reform law 
was set to take effect. Now, as The New York Times 
reports, the proposed procedures are open for public 
comment. 
 

Drug Approvals Hit A Seven-Year High 
In 2011 On Improved Data 
January 5, 2012, Bloomberg 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-05/drug-
approvals-in-u-s-reached-a-seven-year-high-in-2011-on-
improved-data.html  
 
U.S. approvals of new drugs hit a seven-year high last 
year as pharmaceutical companies responded to 
regulatorsõ demands for better safety data and avoided 
last-minute requests for more information. The Food and 
Drug Administration cleared 30 new treatments in 2011 
compared with 21 the year before, a Bloomberg review 
of agency records shows. 
 
Johnson & Johnson (JNJ) and GlaxoSmithkline Plc 
(GSK)each had three products approved after no 
company had more than one medicine cleared in 2010. 
More frequent approvals may help drugmakers overcome 
a rash of patent expirations.  
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New Products 
 

Novartis Nabs Chinese OK For Lucentis, 
Launches Galvus 
January 18, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/novartis-nabs-
chinese-ok-lucentis-launches-galvus/2012-01-18  
 
Novartis has gotten a double boost in China. First, the 
government approved its eye drug Lucentis, and second, 
the company launched its diabetes medication Galvus. 
Lucentis, an injectable treatment for wet age-related 
macular degeneration, will be targeted at the 300,000 
newly diagnosed patients per year in that country, while 
Galvus joins one of the world's fastest-growing diabetes 
markets. 
 
"Rapid economic development has led to dramatic 
changes in life expectancy, physical activity and diet," 
Novartis said in a statement, "increasing the number of 
people with obesity-related diabetes and placing a 
significant strain on healthcare resources."  
 

Biogen Idec Prepares For Multiple 
Launches In Coming Years 
January 13, 2012, Pharma letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110246/biogen-
idec-prepares-for-multiple-launches-in-coming-
years.html?utm_source=2009_11_06-
Pharma+Clean&utm_campaign=3d000082ae-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email  
 
US biotech firm Biogen Idec (Nasdaq: BIIB) outlined its 
plans for driving the continued strong commercial 
performance of its existing ... 

 

R&D/Clinical Trials 
 

Global Pharma Cos Seek To Join Hands 
With India Cos For Core Research 
January 20, 2012, Financial Express  
http://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/41902  
 
Given the rising cost of a drug developments, time 
involved in challenges in making profits through tough 
sales and marketing initiatives, global pharma companies 
have effected a major shift in their outsourcing 
activities-from traditional direct sales, formulations 
development and primary R&D services to high-end core 
research and development, including sourcing service 
such as drug development, clinical trials and re-
engineering through strategic third party collaborative 
partnershipééé 

India Is Worldõs Sixth Most Innovative 
Country: Survey 
January 20, 2012, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/india-is-worlds-
sixth-most-innovative-country-survey/901660/  
 
India has been ranked the sixth most "innovative" country 
in the world in multinational conglomerate GE's Annual 
Global Innovation Barometer, driven by financial support 
from public authorities and long-term support from 
investors. 
 
The report, based on a survey of 2,800 senior business 
executives in 22 countries, including 200 respondents in 
India, identifies the top enablers for innovation in the 
country as talent ('creative' talent and people with 
technical expertise), financial support from public 
authorities and long-term support from investors. 
 

ICMR And EU To Begin Collaborative 
Research In Identified Areas Of Cancer 
And Neurodegenerative Diseases 
January 19, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh 
Shankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67077&sid=
1  
 
To enhance opportunities for coordinated activities in 
health research between European and Indian research 
teams, wherein it is intended to encourage scientists and 
health providers in India and European Union to work 
towards the goal for the improvement of health of the 
people, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
will soon begin research in the identified areas of cancer 
and neurodegenerative diseases. 
 
According to senior officials in the ICMR, the 
collaborative research between the ICMR and the EU is 
based on the discussions between the ICMR and the EU at 
a workshop held in February, 2010 in New Delhi. In the 
workshop, cancer and neurodegenerative diseases were 
identified as areas of mutual interest. 
 

Quintiles Launches Center Of 
Excellence In China 
January 18, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/180112CHN1
7989.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
Global CRO company Quintiles has announced the 
opening of a business process outsourcing (BPO) and 
project management center of excellence in Dalian, a 
major city in northeast China with a multilingual 
workforce and location ideally suited to serve the 
Japanese, Chinese and South Korean biopharmaceutical 
markets. 
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The Dalian office will provide data management, 
biostatistics, medical writing, pharmacovigilance, post-
marketing safety surveillance and back-office support for 
administrative functions for global and local biopharma 
companies. The office also will support clinical 
operations for study sites in northeast China. 
 

Viehbacher Repositioning Sanofi In 
Fast-Changing R&D Ecosystem 
January 17, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/viehbacher-
repositioning-sanofi-fast-changing-rd-ecosystem/2012-
01-17?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal  
 
Sanofi CEO Chris Viehbacher sat down with Xconomy's 
Luke Timmerman to discuss the pharma company's R&D 
strategy. And he had some interesting things to say 
about the future of drug research and the company's 
relationships with outside developers and scientists. 
 
In Viehbacher's view, Sanofi has tipped the scales 
between internal and external R&D to about 70/30, with 
the lion's share of the work still being done in-house. He 
tells Timmerman that a better ratio would be 50/50. 
 

ProteoTech Announces Drug 
Development Agreement With GSK 
China 
January 4, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/040112CHN1
7836.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
ProteoTech, a privately held biotechnology company, has 
entered into a drug development agreement with 
GlaxoSmithKline (China) to collaborate on ProteoTechõs 
small molecule technology platform against misfolded 
proteins to specifically advance work on its alpha-
synuclein therapeutic program for the treatment of 
Parkinsonõs disease and other synucleinopathies.  
 
Mr Steve Runnels, CEO of ProteoTech, stated òWe are 
pleased to be working with GlaxoSmithKline on the 
identification and optimization of new therapeutic 
compounds for Parkinsonõs and other synucleinopathies, 
such as Lewy Body Dementia and Multiple System 
Atrophy.  
 

World's 'First' HIV Vaccine Gets 
Approval For Human Trial 
January 3, 2012, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/worlds-first-
hiv-vaccine-gets-approval-for-human-
trial/articleshow/11338462.cms  
 

The US Food and Drug Administration has granted 
approval to carry human clinical trials for the world's 
first HIV vaccine based on genetically modified killed 
virus. SAV001 which was developed by Korean pharma 
company Sumagen and University of Western Ontario 
Canada, will proceed for human clinical trails, the first 
phase of the trial will involve 40 HIV patients.  
 
The vaccine developed by Dr Chil Yong Kam and his team 
from the University of western Ontario say that the 
molecule "holds tremendous promise", as preliminary 
reports show a strong response to tests without any side 
affects. Sumagen which is funding this research has 
secured patent in 70 countries including India. 
 

HIV Prevention Drugs Named 
'Breakthrough Of 2011' 
December 28, 2011, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/hiv-prevention-
drugs-named-breakthrough-of-2011/892670/0  
 
A study suggesting that HIV transmission can largely be 
prevented with antiretroviral drugs has been named the 
most important breakthrough of the year by one of the 
world's leading scientific journals. The journal Science 
has announced that the results of the "HPTN 052" trial, 
which were published in May, were the most important 
findings of 2011. 

 
The HPTN 052 trial was a study of 1,763 couples, where 
one partner was HIV-positive and the other was not. Half 
the infected people received antiretrovirals, and the 
researchers found a 96 per cent reduction in transfer of 
the virus. 

 

Mergers & 
Acquisitions / 
Collaborations 
 

US Drugmaker Eli Lilly, Jubilant Life 
Call Off Joint Venture 
January 25, 2012, The Economic Times   
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/us-
drugmaker-eli-lilly-jubilant-life-call-off-joint-
venture/articleshow/11622857.cms  
 
US drugmaker Eli Lilly & Company and Noida-based 
Jubilant Life Sciences have called off their equal drug-
discovery partnership to develop molecules across 
several therapeutic areas. The 50:50 JV, formed in late 
2008 between Jubilant Life Sciences' wholly-owned 
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subsidiary Jubilant Biosys and Lilly, was to develop 
molecules from the pre-clinical to phase II stage across 
oncology, diabetes and cardiovascular segments.  
 
The firm is called Vanthys Pharmaceuticals and based in 
Bangalore. Two people familiar with the development 
said the JV was terminated a few weeks ago and Jubilant 
may buy back Lilly's shareholding in the venture.  
 

Strides Arcolab Sells Ascent Pharma 
Stake To Watson For $370m 
January 25, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/articl
e2828097.ece  
 
Strides Arcolab Ltd has sold 94 per cent shareholding in 
Ascent Pharmahealth Ltd, its subsidiary with operations 
in Australia and Southeast Asia, to Watson 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. The company in a release to the 
stock exchanges said, as part of the transaction, Watson 
also acquired the remaining 6 per cent shareholding 
associated with Mr Dennis Bastas, CEO of Ascent.  
 
The transaction was signed and closed simultaneously. 
The cash offer from Watson values Ascent at an 
enterprise value of A$375 million.  
 

Can AstraZeneca Continue To Swear 
Off Major M&A? 
January 20, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/can-astrazeneca-
continue-swear-major-ma/2012-01-20  
 
Can AstraZeneca CEO David Brennan stick to his no-
megadeals diet? Analysts are beginning to wonder, says 
Bloomberg, now that three of the company's promising 
drug candidates have stumbled. The company was 
counting on revenue from those drugs to shore up 
erosion from generic competition. Now, what's going to 
take the place of, say, Seroquel sales if not some 
bought-in products? 
 
Brennan has reiterated his "no megadeals" pledge as 
often as an Atkins aficionado talks about avoiding carbs. 
He mentioned it again in a Q&A that published earlier 
this week; "not a fan" were the three words he used to 
describe his aversion to hefty M&A.  
 

AstraZeneca Collaborates With IMS 
Health 
January 13, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/130112OTH1
7954.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
Global healthcare company AstraZeneca has entered into 
a three-year collaboration agreement with IMS Health, a 
leading provider of information, services and technology 

for the healthcare sector, to advance the use of real-
world evidence based on observational and retrospective 
studies throughout Europe to inform the delivery of 
effective and cost-efficient healthcare. 
 
The partnership with IMS Health will give AstraZeneca 
access to pre-existing anonymised electronic health 
records, which include clinical outcome, economic and 
treatment pattern data. In addition, the companies will 
jointly develop a customised research and data analysis 
platform.  
 

India, US To Further Strengthen 
Cooperation In Health Sector 
January 13, 2012, Pharmabiz 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66996&sid=
1  
 
India and the United States have reiterated the 
commitment to further the joint health initiative by 
leveraging strengths of both the countries on identified 
areas like non-communicable diseases, infectious 
diseases, maternal and child health, and health systems. 
 
A high-level delegation from the United States led by 
United States Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Kathleen Sebelius, met the Union Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad for a bilateral 
meeting on health issues on January 11. 
 

2011 A Bumper Year For Pharma, 
Biotech And Generics M&A 
January 11, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110177/2011-a-
bumper-year-for-pharma-biotech-and-generics-
ma.html?utm_source=2009_11_06-
Pharma+Clean&utm_campaign=63ee228b18-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email  
 
Although there were few multi-billion dollar deals, 2011 
turned into a bumper year for the number of merger and 
acquisition deals ... 
 

Shrinking Pfizer Targeting New Round 
Of Small, Tailor-Made Buyouts And 
Pacts 
January 11, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/shrinking-pfizer-
targeting-new-round-small-tailor-made-buyouts-and-
pacts/2012-01-11  
 
Pfizer is thinking small these days. In keeping with the 
deal-making theme at the J.P. Morgan conference, Pfizer 
CEO Ian Read carefully mapped out the pharma giant's 
near-term strategy, with plans to focus on reasonably 
priced "bolt-on" acquisitions and licensing pacts while 
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pushing five key products which have either just hit the 
market or are headed to the FDA. 
 
Pfizer became the industry's poster child for 
megamergers in recent years. But Read made it clear 
that the days of the big buyout are over. The $50 million 
Icagen buyout stands out as an ideal fit for Pfizer these 
days as it shrinks its R&D operations and tailors its 
clinical research efforts with key strategic contracts 
struck with Parexel and Icon, according to a report from 
The Daily Deal. 
 

Forma Scores Another Big Pharma Deal 
In $700M J&J Cancer Pact 
January 10, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/forma-scores-
another-big-pharma-deal-700m-jj-cancer-pact/2012-01-
10  
 
Just days after inking an $815 million cancer drug 
discovery pact with Boehringer Ingelheim, Forma 
Therapeutics agreed to put its fast-growing small 
molecule ops to work for J&J's Janssen in a $700 million 
deal. This new pact, which focuses on tumor 
metabolism, also allows Forma to hang on to the North 
American commercial rights on one of the programs it 
develops--adding some long-term upside for the biotech.  
 
The announcement did not reveal how much Janssen is 
paying upfront. "This collaboration will enable a broad 
chemical biology approach to understanding the unique 
biology underlying cancer metabolism," Kenneth Bair, 
Ph.D., senior vice president and head of research and 
development at Forma. 
 

Bristol-Myers To Buy Hep C Drug 
Developer For $2.5 Billion 
January 9, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110096/bristol-
myers-to-buy-hep-c-drug-developer-for-25-billion.html  
 
Looking to bolster its drug pipeline in the face of US 
patent expiry of one of its best selling drugs, ... 
 

Biogen Idec Strikes $299M Deal For Isis 
Antisense Drug 
January 4, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/biogen-idec-
strikes-299m-deal-isis-antisense-drug/2012-01-
04?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal  
 
Joining a race of pharma giants to treat rare cases of 
spinal muscular atrophy, Biogen Idec has committed up 
to $299 million to grab rights to an antisense drug 
program in the pipeline at Isis. In the pact, Biogen will 
pay Isis $29 million upfront and up to $45 million in 

milestones for an option to a $225 million licensing pact 
on the treatment.  
 
And Isis says the partners are on track to a potential 
regulatory approval once proof-of-concept data arrive. 
"This alliance is consistent with our business strategy to 
develop antisense drugs to proof-of-concept with a 
knowledgeable partner that is committed to supporting 
the rapid development of the drug," said Isis CEO Stanley 
T. Crooke. 

 

Pricing 
 

Reference Pricing Changes To Cost 
Industry û650 Million In Spain  
January 4, 2012, SCRIP, Francesca Bruce 
http://www.scripintelligence.com/policyregulation/Ref
erence-pricing-changes-to-cost-industry-650-million-in-
Spain-325417   
 
Not long after taking power, Spain's new government has 
signed into law changes to the reference pricing system, 
which will cost the pharmaceutical industry some û650 
million. The new changes will exacerbate already tough 
market conditions and add to government measures 
introduced...  

 

Trade & Others 
 

Commerce Min Set To Meet PMõs Trade 
Panel To Finalise India-EU Pact 
Continue 
January 25, 2012, Financial Express (epaper 
page 4) 
http://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/46131  
 
Meet to focus on framework for proposed bilateral trade 
and investment deal with the 27-nation blocé 
 

Spurious Drugs Claim 67 Lives In 
Pakistan 
January 24, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/Spu
rious-drugs-claim-67-lives-in-
Pakistan/articleshow/11614327.cms  
 
Spurious drugs provided to cardiac patients by a state-
run hospital in Pakistan's Punjab have claimed 67 lives - 
more than double the figure initially given by provincial 
authorities. Punjab health secretary Jehanzeb Khan 
confirmed the total number of deaths while responding 
to a journalist's query yesterday.  
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Earlier, the Punjab government had confirmed the 
deaths of only 28 cardiac patients registered with 
Lahore's Punjab Institute of Cardiology. The PML-N 
government led by chief minister Shahbaz Sharif has 
faced strong criticism for concealing facts related to 
deaths due to the bad drugs, which were distributed by 
PIC among poor and needy patients.  
 

Pharma Products Account For Major 
Share Of Counterfeit Goods From India 
Seized By US 
January 24, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67163&sid=
1  
 
Pharmaceutical products formed the major portion of 
the counterfeit goods from India seized by the American 
authorities during the year of 2011 as India and Pakistan 
made it into the `top tenõ list of source countries 
pushing counterfeit goods into the US. 
 
China continued to remain at the top of the list by 
accounting for 62 per cent of counterfeit goods seized by 
the US authorities during the year. India stood third, 
though it accounted for just 3 per cent of the goods 
seized after Hong Kong which contributed 18 per cent, as 
per the official report by the Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) on International trade. 
 

US Consumers Tell Insurers To Cover 
Experimental Drugs 
January 23, 2012, Reuters 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/23/us-drugs-
idUSTRE80M16520120123  
 
When your health insurance provider denies an 
experimental treatment or a high-cost drug, how much 
are you willing to pay for the care you believe you need? 
Barby Ingle, a former cheerleading and dance coach at 
Washington University who now lives in a Phoenix 
suburb, has been forced to face this question. 
 
Her troubles began in 2002 when her car collided with 
another in a parking lot. The accident was minor, but 
her health problems lingered. She went from doctor to 
doctor; drugs, physical therapy and surgery did not help 
and her condition worsened.  
 

Which Of 2012's Launches Will Be 
Future Blockbusters? 
January 20, 2012, Pharma Letter 
 
 
 

http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110420/which-
of-2012s-launches-will-be-future-
blockbusters.html?utm_source=2009_11_06-
Pharma+Clean&utm_campaign=0e33371ca3-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email  
 
A review of the year's biggest product launches - based 
on analyst forecasts - reveals a bumper crop of oral ... 
 

Generics Market To Bulk Up By $100B 
In 5 Years 
January 17, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110340/generics-
market-to-bulk-up-by-100b-in-5-years.html  
 
With leading generics makers moving into branded drugs 
as a hedge against slowing growth of the copycat 
industry, one might think the knockoff-drug business has 
transfigured into a tortoise, or perhaps a fast-hopping 
hare after a heart attack. ... 
 

US Launches, Domestic Sales Rebound 
Help Revenue Growth In Sector 
January 17, 2012, Business Standard 
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/us-
launches-domestic-sales-rebound-help-revenue-growth-
in-sector/462041/  
 
Forex gains from the 15 per cent rupee depreciation in 
the December 2011 quarter and upsides from drugs sold 
under exclusivity are likely to help top pharmaceutical 
companies post a 20-25 per cent growth in revenues in 
the quarter.  
 
If one-offs are adjusted, the sector is likely to grow by 
18 per cent, while operating and net profits should 
register a growth of 17-25 per cent. Companies which 
could post the highest gains on top line and bottom line 
in the quarter include Diviõs Laboratories, Sun Pharma, 
Dr Reddyõs and Ranbaxy Labs.  
 

German Pharma Hails Successful 2011; 
Views AMNOG 
January 16, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/110289/german-
pharma-hails-successful-2011-views-
amnog.html?utm_source=2009_11_06-
Pharma+Clean&utm_campaign=0e2e1cf1a2-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email  
 
The German pharmaceutical industry can be proud of its 
progress last year, said Birgit Fischer, director general of 
the trade ... 
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U.S. To Force Drug Firms To Report 
Money Paid To Doctors 
January 16, 2012, New York 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/17/health/policy/us-
to-tell-drug-makers-to-disclose-payments-to-
doctors.html?_r=1  
 
To head off medical conflicts of interest, the Obama 
administration is poised to require drug companies to 
disclose the payments they make to doctors for research, 
consulting, speaking, travel and entertainment. Many 
researchers have found evidence that such payments can 
influence doctorsõ treatment decisions and contribute to 
higher costs by encouraging the use of more expensive 
drugs and medical devices.  
 
Consumer advocates and members of Congress say 
patients may benefit from the new standards, being 
issued by the government under the new health care law 
Officials said the disclosures increased the likelihood 
that doctors would make decisions in the best interests 
of patients, without regard to the doctorsõ financial 
interests.  
 

Drug Reps Soften Their Sales Pitches 
January 10, 2012, Wall Street Journal 
http://www.linkedin.com/news?actionBar=&articleID=55
62224485001592841&ids=0OdjAMdPsSd3cTcP0Tcj0PdzkRb
38Ud3sSczsOc34IcjoRdz4Pc3sMcPwQcPgTcjoRdiMNd3wOe
jkNc30Re3gQcz8OdzkR&aag=true&freq=weekly&trk=eml-
tod2-b-ttl-0&ut=363XxAjaPBkR41  
 
One thing was noticeably absent from a recent visit that 
an Eli Lilly & Co. sales representative paid to a 
psychiatrist here: a sales pitch. Michaelene Greenly 
provided free drug samples, a lunch of salad and iced 
tea, and a chance to order diagrams of how the brain 
works.  
 
What she didn't do: tout her drugs' benefits or ask the 
doctor to write more prescriptions. Nevertheless, Lilly's 
sales of the neuroscience drugs she promotes are rising. 
"We used to come in with our own agenda: What can I 
accomplish today? We've turned that all around. It's what 
the doctor talks about," Ms. Greenly said. 
 

Parallel Trade Puts New Crimp On 
Greek Pharma Market 
January 11, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/parallel-trade-
puts-new-crimp-greek-pharma-market/2012-01-11  
 
 
 
 
 

The fiscal mess in Greece has been hard enough on 
drugmakers, not to mention drug supplies for patients. 
But the government's attempts to budget-cut its way into 
a solution has put an even bigger kink in the supply 
chain. 
 
Consider the background first. Greek drug buyers have 
held onto overdue invoices for months, even years, and 
when state-funded providers have paid, they've done so 
in discounted government bonds. Pharma companies 
have taken multimillion-dollar hits to their Greek sales 
as a result. Roche has gone so far as to demand cash on 
delivery from some pharmacies, Bloomberg now reports. 
 

Lipitor A Long-Term Cash Cow For 
Ranbaxy 
January 11, 2012, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/lipitor-a-
longterm-cash-cow-for-ranbaxy/898196/0  
 
Regulatory hiccups may keep Ranbaxy Laboratories from 
milking Lipitorõs generic exclusivity opportunity to the 
fullest in the US, but the generic Atorvastatin may prove 
to be a long-term cash cow for the Indian firm. Generic 
Lipitor may end up clocking revenue of over $250 million 
for Ranbaxy in the US market in calender year 2013 and 
2014, according to projections by sector analysts.  
 
This forecast is built on the assumption that once the 
prices of Atorvastatin is slashed owing to generic 
competition, the drug could increasingly substitute other 
competing drugs with the same therapeutic profile such 
as Simvastatin and Rosuvastatin.  
 

Dr Reddyõs US Template Is Getting 
Much Bigger 
January 10, 2012, DNA 
http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report_dr-reddys-us-
template-is-getting-much-bigger_1635545  
 
At a time when the pharma sector globally is seen 
counting on patent expiries, pharma major Dr Reddyõs is 
looking beyond the patent cliff in the US market. The 
company is seen readying a blueprint of tapping the 
market with a strong pipeline of limited competition 
products and blockbuster generics. 
 
It has already made enough headway in the US, thanks to 
a combination of base business, over-the-counter (OTC), 
proprietary products and other allied factors. With the 
recent launch of molecules, including tacrolimus, 
lansoprazole and fondaparinux, the market share is 
expected to gain more traction.  
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Knighthood For GlaxoSmithKlineõs 
Andrew Witty; Teva Succession Plan 
January 3, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/109948/knightho
od-for-glaxosmithklines-andrew-witty-teva-succession-
plan.html  
 
Andrew Witty, chief executive of UK drug giant 
GlaxoSmithKline (LSE: GSK) has been awarded a 
Knighthood in the UKõs New Year Honours list, as a 
reflection of his work for the company and the countryõs 
pharmaceutical industry. 
 
Although being the CEO of a major UK pharmaceutical 
company has historically led to a Knighthood, Sir Andrew 
is the first to achieve this since the formation of GSK in 
2000 through the merger of Glaxo Wellcome and 
SmithKline Beecham, because until his appointment 
around four years ago,.......... 
 

Pharma-Doctor Gift Ban Generated 
Lots Of Talk, No Final Action In 2011 
December 28, 2011, Boston Herald 
http://www.bostonherald.com/news/politics/view.bg?ar
ticleid=1391690&format=&page=2&listingType=MA2004#a
rticleFull  
 
Asked about the Houseõs repeated votes to repeal the 
gift ban altogether, Fargo said, òSometimes the House 
and the Senate simply have philosophical differences 
about legislation.ó She added that she has no reason to 
believe the Senate has changed its attitude about the 
ban.  
 
Fargo also said she hoped efforts to whittle down the 
ban are debated apart from omnibus health care reform 
legislation planned for next year. òThe core issue of 
payment reform is big enough and important enough that 
it should stand alone,ó she said. 
 

Korea Improves Medical Policy For 
Foreign Patients  
December 28, 2011, Financial Express 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/271211KOR1
7758.asp?nl=[[forstats]]  
 
The Ministry of Health and Welfare and the Korea Health 
Industry Development Institute launched a project to 
improve the medical service system for foreign patients 
by designating 38 tasks to minimize inconveniences for 
foreign medical patients.  
 
 
 
 
 

In particular, Korea's seven major tasks for foreign 
patients include adopting a compensation system for 
medical injuries; easing floor area ratio regulations for 
the building and remodeling of lodging facilities in 
medical institutions; allowing drug dispensing in 
hospitals;.......... 

 

Biotechnology 
 

Amgen, Biogen Jump Into Copycat 
Game Amid String Of Biosimilars Deals 
January 20, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/amgen-biogen-
jump-copycat-game-amid-string-biosimilars-deals/2012-
01-20?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=internal  
 
With biosilimars coming whether developers of original 
biologics like it or not, major biotech outfits have 
changed their tone on the copycat versions of their 
stock-in-trade and landed deals to grab a piece of the 
action. Amgen and Biogen Idec are two such companies 
that have inked recent deals, in which the companies 
aim to bring decades of expertise in creating biotech 
drugs to help usher in the knockoffs.  
 
The gang of new entrants into the biosimilars game is 
expected to push investment in the field from $311 
million in 2010 to up to $2.5 billion in 2015, The Boston 
Globe reported today. And the growth comes after a law 
last year called for the FDA to produce guidelines for 
developing biosimilars, which, like the originals,.... 
 

Brazil Chooses Sanofi Pasteur's 
Inactivated Polio Vaccine In National 
Immunization Programme 
January 20, 2012, Pharmabiz, Lyon, France 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67116&sid=
2  
 
Sanofi Pasteur, the vaccines division of Sanofi, 
announced that Brazil has chosen to introduce injectable 
polio vaccine in its national immunization programme 
with inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) from Sanofi Pasteur. 
The IPV doses will be provided by Bio-Manguinhos, the 
Institute of Technology in Immuno-biologicals of the 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (Fiocruz), through an 
agreement with Sanofi Pasteur.  
 
IPV will be included in the Brazilian national 
immunization programme starting in 2012. òInjectable 
polio vaccine is the standard of care for polio 
vaccination in polio-free countries.  
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Biotech Predictions For 2012 From 
Sector Specialist Steven Burrill 
January 3, 2012, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/109955/biotech-
predictions-for-2012-from-sector-specialist-steven-
burrill.html  
 
As 2011 drew to a close, Steven Burrill, chief executive 
of global life sciences financial services firm Burrill & Co, 
issued ... 

 

Medical Diagnostics 
/ Devices 
 

New Self-Monitoring Blood Glucose 
Meter To Hit Market Soon 
January 19, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/190112JPN1
8011.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
Eisai and its diagnostics subsidiary EIDIA announced that 
EIDIA will launch LIFE CHECK, a self-monitoring blood 
glucose meter manufactured by Gunze Limited, on 
January 27, 2012. LIFE CHECK is a personal self-
monitoring blood glucose meter with which diabetes 
patients can monitor their own blood glucose level by 
simply inserting a dedicated sensor known as the LIFE 
CHECK SENSOR into the meter.  
 
The meter was developed as a next-generation model of 
the blood glucose monitor G-CHECK currently 
manufactured by Gunze and marketed by EIDIA. While 
Gunze received approval to manufacture and market 
LIFE CHECK in August 2011, the system will be 
distributed and marketed by EIDIA and co-promoted by 
Eisai.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Insulin Pumps Market To Reach 
$1.2 Billion By 2017 
December 30, 2011, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/content/301211OTH1
7793.asp  
 
The global insulin pumps market was valued at $724.3 
million in 2010, and is predicted to grow at a compound 
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.9 percent to reach $1.2 
billion in 2017.  According to research and markets 
report, the market is expected to be driven by a rapid 
increase in the prevalence of diabetes, availability of 
reimbursement, positive clinical outcome in studies 
regarding the use of insulin pumps, and advantages 
offered by insulin pumps to niche patient groups.  
 
The US remains the largest insulin pumps market driven 
by high penetration of insulin pumps and availability of 
reimbursement. The US insulin pumps market was valued 
at $518.5 million in 2010, and is expected to grow at a 
CAGR of 8.5 percent to reach $915.4 million by 2017.  

 

New Appointments 
 

Israel's Teva Pharm Names Bristol-
Myers Exec Levin As New CEO 
January 3, 2012, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/internation
al-business/israels-teva-pharm-names-bristol-myers-
exec-levin-as-new-ceo/articleshow/11336758.cms  
 
Teva Pharmaceutical Industries, the world's largest 
generics drugmaker, said on Monday that Shlomo Yanai 
would step down as president and chief executive officer 
in May. Yanai, 59, will be replaced by Jeremy Levin, 58, 
a former senior executive at Bristol-Myers Squibb, Teva 
said in a statement.  
 
Teva, which has a market value of some $36 billion on 
Nasdaq, said Yanai had decided to move on to a "new 
phase" in his career after guiding the Israeli company to 
expected revenue of $22 billion in 2012 from $8.4 billion 
in 2006.  
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Domestic 
IPR 
 

Compulsory License Ensures Patent 
Rights & Public Health: Expert 
January 18, 2012, Pharmabiz, Nandita Vijay 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67056&sid=1  
 
Compulsory license, specifically under Section-92A of the 
Patents (Amendment) Ordinance, 2004 for export of 
pharmaceutical substances, ensures a balance between 
patent rights and public health is maintained, according 
to Bindu Sharma, Patent Attorney, Origiin IP Solutions 
LLP. 
 
One of the prime objectives of patent grant in India is to 
ensure that the inventions are developed in the country 
on a commercial scale and to the fullest extent without 
any undue delay. If an invention by the patentee ceases 
to function, or reasonable requirements of the 
public......... 
 

Bayer Asked To Give Cost Data 
January 14, 2012, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2012/01/13222935/Bayer-
asked-to-give-cost-data.html?atype=tp  
 
In the countryõs first  hearing on compulsory licensing 
of a patented drug sought by Indian drug maker Natco 
Pharma Ltd, the Controller General of Patents has asked 
the patenteeñGerman drug maker Bayer HealthCare 
AGñto submit cost data, including research and 
development expenditure on Nexavar to justify the 
substantially high price.  
 
At the initial hearing held at the Patent Office in Mumbai 
on Friday, the controller general heard both the parties. 
Natco Pharma had in August applied to the Patent Office 
for a compulsory licence to manufacture a generic 
version of liver and kidney cancer drug sorafenib, sold by 
Bayer as Nexavar, in India as the patentee had allegedly 
failed to meet the demand for the drug in the domestic 
market.  
 

Patents Office Appoints 94 Examiners 
To Speed Up Process 
December 30, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/patents-office-appoints-94-
examiners-to-speed-up-
process/articleshow/11291771.cms  
 

The Indian Patents Office has appointed 94 design 
examiners to speed up the process of granting patents 
and clear a backlog of one lakh applications over the 
next three years. Patent attorneys say, the new 
additions will not suffice for the department that 
functions with just 120 examiners.  
 
An estimate says, India needs at least 800 examiners, 
considering the flow of nearly 40,000 applications per 
year. There are one lakh cases pending with Controller 
General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks and 
Geographical Indications, which received 39,000 patent 
and 10,000 design applications last year.  
 

IP Office Recast May Roll Back 
Reforms, Fear Stakeholders 
December 28, 2011, Mint 
http://www.livemint.com/2011/12/27232522/IP-office-
recast-may-roll-back.html 
 
A review of comments submitted to the commerce 
ministry in response to proposed legislation for the 
reorganization of the intellectual property (IP) office 
reveals an organization sinking under the weight of its 
own paperwork and lacking the workforce to lighten the 
load.  
 
The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotionõs 
(DIPPõs) discussion paper, òReview of the Organizational 
Structure of the Controller General of Patents, Designs, 
Trademarks and Geographical Indicationsó, circulated in 
October, asked stakeholders to evaluate the size of the 
IP office, the wisdom of outsourcing administrative work, 
and the desirability of spinning off the office for the 
trademarks registry outside the purview of the controller 
general.  

 

Regulatory 
 

IRDA Asks Health Ministry To Come Up 
With Standard Protocols For Treatment 
January 25, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-
economy/banking/article2828025.ece?ref=wl_opinion  
 
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority has 
asked the Union Health Ministry to come up with 
standard protocols for treatment of various ailments. 
òThis will help in streamlining health costs and 
standardisation of health insurance.''  
 
Mr J. Hari Narayan, Chairman, IRDA, told newspersons on 
the sidelines of a seminar on health insurance organised 
by the Institute of Insurance and Risk Management here 
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on Tuesday. A decision on this, however, would have to 
be taken by the Health Ministry, he added.  
 

National Corporate Governance Policy 
On The Anvil: Moily 
December 24, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/todays-paper/tp-
economy/article2826587.ece  
 
The Centre plans to formulate a national corporate 
governance policy as part of its overall efforts to control 
corporate frauds and improve governance practices in 
Corporate India. In the coming months, there will not 
only be a national competition policy, but also a national 
corporate governance policy would be put in place, Dr M. 
Veerappa Moily, Corporate Affairs Minister, said here 
today. 
 
He was addressing a national conference on ôState of 
Corporate Fraud Control in India', organised by Assocham 
here today. The Corporate Affairs Ministry will soon set 
up a committee to help the Government frame a 
national corporate governance policy, Mr Moily said, 
adding that it would be headed by a private sector 
representative. 
 

Congress MP Terms Proposed Pharma 
Policy Incomplete And Disappointing 
January 23, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67150&sid=
1  
 
Congress MP Dr Jyoti Mirdha, a member of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family 
Welfare, has termed the draft national pharmaceutical 
policy as 'incomplete' and 'a big disappointment'. òThe 
draft policy does not address the primary concerns of 
majority of Stakeholders nor is it designed to make drugs 
affordable, a question that ought to have been its basic 
surmise.  
 
There are serious implications of the proposed policy 
that would adversely affect the ability of the poor to pay 
for life saving medicines,ó the Lok Sabha member, who 
is a medical doctor, said in separate letters to the Prime 
Minister, Union Health Minister, MoS for Chemicals and 
the DoP. 
 

Govt Plans To Add TB To Notifiable 
Diseases List 
January 23, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Govt-
plans-to-add-TB-to-notifiable-diseases-
list/articleshow/11596939.cms  
 

The state government is considering a proposal to 
include TB in the list of notifiable diseases, which will 
make it mandatory for private hospitals, clinics and 
laboratories to report all TB cases to the government.  
 
"The BMC can make it a notifiable disease within 
corporation limits. But for a more comprehensive 
approach, the state and central governmentõs plan to 
bring TB in the list of notifiable diseases," said Manisha 
Mhaiskar, additional municipal commissioner (health). 
The decision comes following the detection of extra-
extensively drug-resistant TB cases in Mumbai. "At 
present the civic administration is getting all details of 
the TB cases from the two accredited and nine 
unaccredited testing laboratories," Mhaiskar added. 
 

The System Is Jacking Up The Price Of 
Doctors: Dr Devi Shetty 
January 22, 2012, Business Standard 
http://www.business-
standard.com/india/storypage.php?autono=462483  
 
A global medical education platform can solve the 
problem of manpower shortage in the health care sector, 
Dr Devi Shetty, heart surgeon and founder of Narayana 
Hrudayalaya, tells Sreelatha Menon. You have been 
advising the government on health reforms and, more 
recently, were part of the consultations for the 12th 
Five-Year Plan. What do you think is the main issue to be 
addressed? 
 
Shortage of manpower is the main problem, as far as 
health care is concerned. The situation would mess up 
further if nothing is done. As a result, salaries would 
shoot up, making things worse. One of the solutions is to 
bring all the streams of medicine together.  
 

Huge Respite For MNCs 
January 21, 2012, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/huge-respite-
for-mncs/902044/0  
 
The Supreme Court has decided on the much-awaited $2-
billion Vodafone tax case, one of the most high-profile 
matters involving taxability of a transaction between two 
non-resident companies (having no presence in India), in 
relation to transfer of shares of an overseas company.  
 
After a period of four years, involving two rounds of 
litigation at the high court and, after hearing the matter 
over a period of a month, the SC has given a landmark 
decision in favour of Vodafone to hold that the 
transaction is not taxable in India. 
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NHRC-Sponsored Legislation Promises 
Moon To Patients 
January 21, 2012, DNA 
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_nhrc-sponsored-
legislation-promises-moon-to-patients_1640346  
 
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has 
mooted a legislation promoting rights of patients with 
regard to treatment, access to records about illness, and 
right to reject treatment. Besides, if passed, it will also 
ensure that no hospital can deny treatment to patients 
citing lack of beds or space. 
 
The proposed Right of Patients Bill is being formulated 
by the NHRC in consultation with various NGOs. The aim 
is to allow access to certain standards of medical 
treatment, put in place certain safeguards and set up a 
strong information sharing system. Once it is ready, the 
proposed legislation will be sent to the health ministry 
for consideration. 
 

Planning Commission Panel Suggests 
Rs.58,072 Cr To Combat NCDs During 
12th Plan Period 
January 20, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67115&sid=
1  
 
Working Group under the Planning Commission has 
recommended Rs.58,072 crore as total budget to combat 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) during the next five 
year plan period and implementation of the 
comprehensive and sustainable programmes to cover the 
entire country in a phased manner. 
 
òCancer, diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, chronic lung 
diseases and chronic kidney disease account for most of 
the mortality due to NCDs and would require substantial 
budget. Trauma, disasters, emergency medical services, 
diseases of bones and joints, mental health and health 
care of the elderly are disabling diseases and requiring 
investment for not only treatment but also 
rehabilitation,ó according to the report of the panel. 
 

FDA Gets 63 New Drug Inspectors 
January 20, 2012, The Times of India (epaper 
page 7) 
http://lite.epaper.timesofindia.com/getpage.aspx?pagei
d=7&pagesize=&edid=TOI&edlabel=TOIM&mydateHid=20-
01-2012&pubname=Times+of+India+-
+Mumbai&edname=Mumbai&publabel=TOI  
 
 
 

After 15 long years, the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) is finally in the process of getting 63 drug 
inspectors to ensure the availability of genuine drugs in 
the market. The recruitment of drug inspectors, though 
initiated thrice in all these years, remained embroiled in 
legal tangles. 
 
The department has sanctioned posts of 161 drug 
inspectors, of which only 44% of the posts were filled. 
There were just 71 drug inspectors for the entire state, 
including Mumbai, to check on manufacturing of spurious 
drugs, blood banks, hospitals, chemists and so on. 
 

India To Grow At 6.8%: World Bank 
January 19, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-
business/India-to-grow-at-6-8-World-
Bank/articleshow/11543682.cms  
 
The World Bank on Wednesday said the Indian economy 
is expected to grow by 6.8%, compared to PM Manmohan 
Singh's 7% projection and the 8.5% expansion witnessed 
in 2010-11. In addition, it warned that the 8% mark is 
unlikely to be regained anytime before 2013-14 due to 
moderation in demand, a deceleration in investment and 
heightened uncertainty in the wake of the global 
economic environment.  
 
Local factors such "policy uncertainty, stalled reforms, 
and deteriorating political and security conditions" are 
making things worse in South Asia, the multilateral 
agency said in the latest Global Economic Prospects.  
 

Central Team Says Itõs XXDR, Not 
Incurable TB 
January 19, 2012, The Times of India (epaper 
page 1) 
http://lite.epaper.timesofindia.com/getpage.aspx?pagei
d=1&pagesize=&edid=TOI&edlabel=TOIM&mydateHid=19-
01-2012&pubname=Times+of+India+-
+Mumbai&edname=Mumbai&publabel=TOI  
 
Its not totally drug-resistant tuberculosis but XXDR TB 
that has hit Mumbai. After over 10 days of hectic 
activity, Union health officials on Wednesday 
pronounced that Mumbais Hinduja Hospital had been 
premature in labelling 12 persons as TDR-TB patients. 
 
Its XXDR TB, said the Delhi team led by Dr Ashok Kumar 
who is deputy director general (TB) in the Union health 
ministry. The team underlined that there was no 
situation of totally drug resistant TB. XXDR TB stands for 
extensively drug resistant TB as against XDR (extremely) 
and MDR (multi- ) versions. 
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WHO Lauds Indiaõs Anti-Polio Drive 
January 14, 2012, The Times of India 
(epaper) 
http://lite.epaper.timesofindia.com/mobile.aspx?article
=yes&pageid=14&edlabel=TOIM&mydateHid=14-01-
2012&pubname=&edname=&articleid=Ar01402&format=&
publabel=TOI  
 
Indias success in controlling polio not reporting a single 
case of the crippling disease in 12 months has been 
lauded by the World Health Organization (WHO). Calling 
it Indias greatest public health achievement, the WHO 
said the number of polio-endemic countries those which 
have never stopped indigenous wild polio virus 
transmission could soon be reduced to a historical low of 
three: Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan. 
 
India was once recognized as the worlds epicentre of 
polio. If all pending laboratory investigations return 
negative, in the coming weeks, India will officially be 
deemed to have stopped indigenous transmission of wild 
polio virus. 
 

Cabinet Approves Policy To Fight Drug 
Abuse 
January 13, 2012, Indian Express 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/Cabinet-approves-
policy-to-fight-drug-abuse/899166/  
 
In order to combat the use and trafficking of illegal drugs 
in a holistic manner, the government on Thursday gave 
its approval to a national policy on Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances. The policy attempts to curb the 
menace of drug abuse and contains provisions for 
treatment, rehabilitation and social re-integration of 
victims of drug abuse. 
 
Implementation of the policy will lead to reduction of 
crime, improvement in public health, and uplifting of the 
social milieu, a government statement said. The policy 
provides for the use of satellite imagery for detection of 
illicit cultivation of poppy and cannabis, and its 
subsequent eradication.  
 

Malnutrition Problem A National 
Shame: PM 
January 11, 2012, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2012/01/10172008/Malnutriti
on-problem-a-nationa.html  
 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh declared Indiaõs state of 
malnutrition a ònational shameó on Tuesday, at the 
launch of a report on hunger and malnutrition 
(HUNGaMA). òThe problem of malnutrition is a matter of 
national shame,ó he said. 
 

òDespite impressive growth in our GDP, the level of 
under-nutrition in the country is unacceptably high.ó The 
report, brought out by the non-governmental 
organization, Naandi Foundation, has found that 42% of 
children under the age of five in 100 districts are 
underweight. 
 

MCI Opens 'Vigilance Corner' To Make 
Medical Education Transparent, 
Accountable 
January 10, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh 
Shankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66940&sid=
1  
 
In a positive step towards transparency, accountability 
and vigilance awareness in the medical education arena 
in the country, the Medical Council of India (MCI) has 
opened a 'Vigilance Corner' on the Council's website 
www.mciindia.org. which will facilitate the general 
public and its stakeholders to effectively communicate 
with the Vigilance Division of the Council. 
 
The Corner provides details about the structure and 
functioning of the vigilance in the Council. It also 
provides for a complaint handling policy and provides for 
guidelines to the complainants in this regard.  This will 
facilitate the general public and its stakeholders to 
effectively communicate with the Vigilance Division of 
the Council. 
 

One Polio Case Reported In 2011: Azad 
January 9, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/090112IND17
891.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
While inaugurating the Health conference at the Pravasi 
Bhartiya Divas 2012 on Jan 07, 2011, Union Health 
Minister, Government of India, Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
said after the introduction of a Bivalent oral polio 
vaccine in January, 2010, new polio cases have come 
down significantly from 741 in 2009 to 42 in 2010 and 
one in 2011. 
  
Now under the immunization programme, the health 
ministry has introduced the second dose of measles 
vaccine across the country. Hep-B vaccine, which was 
earlier introduced in 10 states, has now been expanded 
to the entire country from this year. 
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CDSCO Plans Permanent 'India Country 
Office' For Pharmaceuticals In 5 
Overseas Locations 
January 9, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66921&sid=1  
 
Spurred by the overseas inspections carried out by the 
CDSCO officials for the first time in China and the based 
on the inputs from them, the Health Ministry has made a 
proposal to set up permanent 'country offices' exclusively 
for the pharmaceutical sector in some key foreign 
countries. 
 
The proposed 'India country offices' will inspect the 
manufacturing facilities which supply drugs and active 
pharma ingredients to India besides addressing the 
regulatory issues to help both the importers and 
exporters from India.  
 

Policy Change In Healthcare And 
Medical Institutions: Azad 
January 8, 2012, The Times of India 
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-01-
08/jaipur/30604023_1_medical-institutions-pg-medical-
colleges-lakh-doctors  
 
Highlighting the shortage of skilled manpower in the 
Indian healthcare system, Union health minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad on Saturday said the Centre is now considering 
to facilitate overseas citizens of India with foreign 
medical qualifications to both practice and teach in the 
country. 
 
Addressing overseas Indians and people of Indian origin 
at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas organised at the Birla 
Auditorium here, Azad pointed out that the government 
has undertaken taken policy reforms to encourage 
capacity building in medical institutions. 
 

IRDA To Bring In Rules For Health 
Insurance Settlement Claims 
January 6, 2012, Indian Express 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/irda-to-bring-in-
rules-for-health-insurance-settlement-claims/896376/  
 
After allowing portability under health insurance in 2011, 
insurance regulator Irda is soon coming up with a 
separate health insurance claims settlement regulation. 
This would address issues arising out of claims not 
honoured by the insurers in a time bound manner. 
Presently there is no separate provision for the health 
insurance claim settlement. 
 
Acting on a recent Bombay High Court order, the 
Insurance Development and Regulatory Authority (Irda) is 

working on a draft regulation and it is expected to be 
put up on the regulatorõs website for comments and 
suggestions by April 30, 2012. 
 

UP Health Scam: CBI Knocks On Doors 
Of Kushwaha & Co 
January 5, 2012, Indian Express 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/up-health-scam-
cbi-knocks-on-doors-of-kushwaha-&-co/895906/  
 
The day after Mayawatiõs former family welfare minister 
Babu Singh Kushwaha joined the BJP, the CBI conducted 
simultaneous searches at 60 places in UP, Delhi and 
Sonepat district of Haryana, including the Lucknow 
residences of Kushwaha and BSP legislator Ram Chandra 
Pradhan, in cases of financial irregularities in the 
execution and implementation of the National Rural 
Health Mission. 
 
The CBI named Kushwaha in an FIR and registered four 
other cases, pegging the estimated loss to the exchequer 
at Rs 28 crore. In UP, searches were carried out in 
Moradabad, Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh Nagar (Noida), 
Lucknow, Kanpur and Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Nagar 
(Amethi).  
 

Health Ministry To Set Up Autonomous 
Central Procurement Agency Soon 
January 3, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh Shankar 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6684
3&sid=1  
 
After more than three years of its proposal, the Union 
health ministry will soon set up a Central Procurement 
Agency (CPA) which will be an autonomous procurement 
agency for purchasing all medicines, vaccines, 
contraceptives and medical equipments for all the 
government's disease control programmes. The CPA will 
have an estimated annual budget of Rs.2000 crore.  
 
The ministry is targeting to get the Society registered in 
two-three months' time, a senior health ministry official 
said. He said that a professional, autonomous and 
efficient organization like CPA is being established by 
the government to eliminate the existing deficiencies 
and streamline the drug procurement and distribution 
system in the country.  
 

Rajiv Gandhi Health Scheme To Cover 
Maharashtra In Phases 
January 2, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-
economy/economy/article2766388.ece  
 
The Rajiv Gandhi Jeevandayee Arogya Yojana, which was 
launched in eight districts of the Maharashtra, will cover 
the State in a phased manner, the Chief Minister, Mr 
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Prithviraj Chavan, said. òPeople having an annual income 
of less than Rs 1 lakh will be given medical treatment up 
to a cost of Rs 1.5 lakh for free,ó he said at a function 
held recently.  
 
The scheme, which focuses on assistance and efficient 
service to the beneficiaries, was launched in the eight 
district in the first phase. For this scheme, the State's 
expenses will go up by Rs 800 crore to 1,000 crore, he 
said.  
 

International Pharma Majors Increase 
Expectations From India In Regulatory 
Submissions 
December 29, 2011, Pharmabiz, Nandita 
Vijay 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6677
6&sid=1  
 
International pharma majors have now increased their 
expectations from emerging markets like India to adhere 
to a highly regulated environment with little flexibility. 
Regulators globally have now developed a harmonized 
Pharmaceutical Quality System (PQS) applicable across 
the life cycle of the product emphasizing an integrated 
approach to the Quality Risk Management. 
 
US FDA, European and Japanese regulators are focusing 
on a science-based approach in pharmaceutical 
development, complying to ICH Q8, Q9, Q10, Q11 (draft) 
and latest US FDA guidelines on ôProcess validation - life 
cycle approachõ. 
 

Health Ministry May Press For Making 
Code Of Conduct For Pharma Firms 
Mandatory 
December 28, 2011, PharmaBiz 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6676
6&sid=1 
 
With a view to promote rational use of medicines, the 
health ministry is planning to introduce a system to make 
compulsory the use of generic names or the international 
non-proprietary name (INN) at all stages of production 
and distribution. 
 
Apart from this, the ministry also will take up with other 
concerned departments including the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals (DoP) the issue of making the code of 
conduct mandatory, instead of just having a voluntary 
code for the pharmaceutical companies. 
 
 
 

Planning Commission Junks Its 12th 
Five-Year Plan, Montek Singh 
Ahluwalia Unhappy With Draft 
December 27, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/p
olicy/-planning-commission-junks-its-12th-five-year-
plan-montek-singh-ahluwalia-unhappy-with-
draft/articleshow/11260244.cms  
 
More than four years in the making, with barely 90 days 
before it is to be published and released, the Planning 
Commission is unhappy with the way the document of 
the Twelfth Five-Year Plan has turned out. The Plan 
strategy, it feels, is neither credible nor compelling 
enough as a masterplan for India's medium-term future.  
 
The think-tank's Deputy Chairman, Montek Singh 
Ahluwalia, will meet members in January to decide 
whether the XIIth Plan should be deferred by a few 
months so that the Plan strategy can be reworked and 
the bulky document rewritten.  

 

New Products 
 

Dr Reddy's Launches Pain Treatment 
Cream 'Supamove' In India 
December 29, 2011, The Economic Times   
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/dr-reddys-
launches-pain-treatment-cream-supamove-in-
india/articleshow/11290851.cms  
 
Dr Reddy's Laboratories today said it has launched 
'Supamove' cream used for treating pain and 
inflammation in India. The cream helps in reducing pain 
and inflammation in patients with joint pain, arthritis, 
bursitis, tendinitis and lower back pain, the company 
said.  
 
"The product has been in-licensed from Cymbiotics Inc. 
USA and will be available in a 30 gm tube," it added. The 
company has also launched another product, Venusia 
Soft lotion in 75 ml pack, used for providing relief from 
dry, itchy skin also in-licensed from Cymbiotics Inc.  
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R&D/Clinical Trials 
 

Health Ministry Tightens Norms On 
Clinical Trials, Action On Two 
Violations 
January 25, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67185&sid=1  
 
The Union health ministry has tightened the norms on 
clinical trials after amending necessary rules regarding 
obtaining informed consent from the trial subjects and 
extending financial assistance to the victims, and has 
found two cases of violations in trials in the recent past. 
 
The two cases came to the notice of the Drug Controller 
General of India (DCGI) were about the trial of drug 
Tadalafil in a hospital at Indore and the trial of an anti-
cancer drug by Axis Clinical Research, Hyderabad, 
prompting the authorities to take action, sources said. 
 

Stem Cell Treatment May Cure 
Blindness: Study 
January 25, 2012, Indian Express 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/Stem-cell-
treatment-may-cure-blindness--Study/903735/  
 
The first human trial for stem cell treatment to cure 
blindness done by researchers at the Jules Stein Eye 
Institute, University of California, has thrown up 
promising results in dealing with macular degeneration ñ 
a common cause of blindness in older people. The results 
were published in The Lancet on Monday. 
 
Two blind women suffering from Stargardtõs macular 
dystrophy (this occurs within the first two decades of 
life) and age-related macular degeneration received 
subretinal transplantation of human embryonic stem cell 
(hESC) derived retinal pigment epithelium (RPE).  
 

CRAMS Business On The Road To 
Recovery With A Little Help 
January 23, 2012, The Economic Times  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/features/investor
s-guide/crams-business-on-the-road-to-recovery-with-a-
little-help/articleshow/11597439.cms  
 
The contract manufacturing and research services 
(CRAMS) segment of the Indian pharmaceutical industry 
has been in recovery mode since the beginning of fiscal 
year 2012, aided by a revival in business and favourable 
currency movement.  
 

The sector had taken a hit earlier as clients cut down 
fresh orders and new R&D assignments. Jubilant 
Lifesciences, Divi's Labs, Dishman Pharma, Suven 
Lifesciences, Shasun Pharma and Piramal Healthcare are 
the leading companies in this segment.  
 

Experts Ask Centre To Increase 
Funding For HIV/AIDS Research 
January 22, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Expert
s-ask-Centre-to-increase-funding-for-HIV/AIDS-
research/articleshow/11584398.cms  
 
Scientists working in the field of HIV/AIDS research have 
asked the Central government to increase funding. The 
funding and the number of research papers coming out in 
international journals is largely insufficient and 
disappointing given the number of people suffering from 
the viral infection, they said.  
 
On Saturday, at the international symposium on HIV and 
Infectious diseases organized by the YRG Care here, 
experts said there was a need for youngsters to get into 
basic and applied research in HIV/AIDS. "It's been 25 
years since we first diagnosed HIV in this country.  
 

Innovation Fund Will Offer 10-12% 
Returns: Pitroda 
January 17, 2012, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2012/01/17005014/Innovatio
n-fund-will-offer-10.html?h=B  
 
The governmentõs $1 billion (Rs. 5,000 crore) India 
Inclusive Innovation Fund (IIIF) will offer returns of 10-
12% to investors, said Sam Pitroda, adviser to the Prime 
Minister on public information, infrastructure and 
innovation. 
 
Thatõs much smaller than the 18-25% in returns investors 
in venture capital (VC) and private equity (PE) funds 
typically expect while putting in capital. The 
government has assured an investment of Rs. 100 crore 
and expects to raise Rs. 400 crore more in two-three 
months, after which it will begin investing. 
 

It Takes Us Almost 10-12 Years Of R&D 
To Bring Out A Product 
January 14, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-
business/It-takes-us-almost-10-12-years-of-RD-to-bring-
out-a-product/articleshow/11482463.cms  
 
Twenty years ago, Ravi Prasad came to Bangalore in the 
hope of finding a job. He had completed an MBA from 
the Asian Institute of Management in the Philippines. On 
a whim, he cold called Himalaya Drug Company chairman 
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Meraj Manal, who told him that if he were to join, he 
would be the first person in Himalaya with an MBA. 
 
"He asked me, 'How can your degree help you to change 
how we are?' I told him that if I said my degree would 
make Himalaya a better place and bring efficiencies, it 
would be a lie. I told him an MBA only provides tools to 
help make decisions . 
 

Cancer In India Detected Late, Says Global 
Expert 
January 12, 2012, Hindustan Times 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-
news/Maharashtra/Cancer-in-India-detected-late-says-
global-expert/Article1-795783.aspx  
 
Indians are twice more prone to aggressive prostate 
cancer than òCaucasiansó (western world), said Dr 
Ashutosh Tewari, a leading global expert in prostate 
cancer, after the announcement of the launch of the 
Institute for Prostate Cancer in Pune on Wednesday.  
 
The institute, being developed by the Kalyani group, an 
industrial house, in association with the Ruby Hall 
Clinic, will work in the field of research, diagnosis, 
treatment and education about prostate cancer, which, 
experts say, is a genetic disease and has accelerated in 
the country over the past few years. 
 

Misreporting Of Drug Trials Rampant 
Despite Strict Laws 
January 10, 2012, The Times of India (epaper 
page 18) 
http://lite.epaper.timesofindia.com/getpage.aspx?pagei
d=18&pagesize=&edid=TOI&edlabel=TOIM&mydateHid=10
-01-2012&pubname=Times+of+India+-
+Mumbai&edname=Mumbai&publabel=TOI  
 
The latest salvo in misreporting drug trials and 
suppressing evidence has again stirred up the 
controversy on pharmaceutical research. A series of 
recent studies have thrown up serious concerns with the 
state of clinical trails undertaken across the world, and 
even when some are funded by certain governments. 
 
Over the last couple of years, MNCs including Pfizer, 
GlaxoSmith-Kline and Astra Zeneca have been charged 
for under-reporting of adverse events (side-effects ) or 
inadequate publishing of drug trial results. 
 

ToI Editorial: Revive Research 
January 10, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-
page/Revive-research/articleshow/11427354.cms  
 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's candid admission at the 
99th Indian Science Congress, that countries such as 

China had overtaken India in scientific research, can play 
out in two ways. The statement will be forgotten in due 
course, or it could spur the beginning of a much-needed 
scientific revolution in the country.  
 
As things stand, the quality and output of research and 
development in India are abysmally poor. That total R&D 
spending as a percentage of GDP has remained stagnant 
at a measly 0.9% exemplifies this point. China directs 
around 1.42% of its much larger GDP towards R&D. The 
US, the largest economy in the world, spends around 
2.6% and aims for 3%.  
 

India Emerging As Key Centre For 
Clinical Trials For Paediatric Cancer 
Drugs 
January 9, 2012, Pharmabiz, Nandita Vijay 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66918&sid=
1  
 
India is fast emerging as a hub for paediatric oncology 
drug trials. Currently, major hospitals like All India 
Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), Rajiv Gandhi Cancer 
Institute and Research Centre, New Delhi, Gujarat 
Cancer and Research Institute, Ahmedabad are carrying 
out studies on paediatric cancer cases. 
 
Childhood cancers are malignant diseases that affect 
children under the age of 18 years. Two-thirds of 
children with cancer are cured. Despite enormous 
progress in the treatment of childhood cancer, it is the 
second-most common fatality in children older than one 
year, with accidents being the first. 
 

DBT-ICMR To Begin Collaborative 
Programme On 'HIV/AIDS And 
Microbicides' To Promote HIV/AIDS 
Research 
January 5, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh Shankar 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6687
4&sid=1  
 
Stressing on accelerating HIV/AIDS prevention related 
research including vaccines and microbicides 
development, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) 
and the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) will 
soon begin collaborative programme on òHIV/AIDS and 
Microbicidesó to promote HIV/AIDS research in the 
related areas. 
 
The programme aims to support a wide range of anti-HIV 
candidates including small chemically defined molecules, 
indigenous compounds, formulations, nucleotides, 
peptides and proteins targeting a range of relevant 
targets using a diverse range of delivery systems.  
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ET Editorial: India Must Tackle Four 
Challenges To Get Ahead In Science 
January 5, 2012, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/india-
must-tackle-challenges-to-get-ahead-in-
science/articleshow/11370533.cms  
 
India has fallen behind China in scientific research, the 
Prime Minister said at the 99th session of the Indian 
Science Congress. Lamenting the obvious is easy. To 
change things, four things need to be tackled. One, 
Indian industry must have the incentive to invest in R&D 
, hire PhDs in droves, fund research in universities and 
lay the ground for a qualitatively different supply 
response from those who generate scientific resources.  
 
For this, what we need is not more tax incentives for 
R&D, but further and sharp reduction in protection from 
external competition. Only when driven to a situation 
where technology purchasable off the shelf will no 
longer suffice to stay in the reckoning will industry begin 
to invest in R&D.  
 

DHR Scheme To Promote Medical 
Research As Career Among Young 
Students 
January 4, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh Shankar 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6685
7&sid=1  
 
In order to promote medical research as a career among 
young scientists and medical students and also to attract 
and retain the young to a career in health research, the 
Department of Health Research (DHR) has launched a 
scheme òHuman Resource Development for Health 
Researchó which is a scheme for fellowship / training 
programme. 
 
The main components of the scheme are development of 
researchers at critical and high focused areas; 
programme to promote medical research as a career 
among young scientists and medical students; creation of 
a national initiative in partnership with relevant 
stakeholders.... 
 

Industry Worried Over Draft Guidelines 
For Clinical Trials Of ASU Drugs 
December 30, 2011, Pharmabiz, Suja Nair 
Shirodkar 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6680
3&sid=1  
 
The Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani (ASU) industry vehemently 
opposes to the provisions enlisted in the draft guidelines 
regarding good clinical practices and clinical trials of ASU 
drugs, stressing that if implemented it will have strong 

implications on the growth prospects of the industry. 
They are also worried over the government's inability 
and lack of interest in involving the stakeholders opinion 
while framing such rules for the industry. 
 
The latest circular from the Department of Ayush 
mandates for clinical trials for all the existing and new 
ayurvedic medicinal products under the proprietary and 
patented criteria. Sources inform that the Department is 
contemplating to implement this draft guidelines from 
April onwards, which unfortunately will pose a great 
problem. 
 

Stempeutics Banks On Stem Cells As 
Cure For India's Chronic Disease 
December 28, 2011, Business Standard 
http://business-standard.com/india/news/stempeutics-
banksstem-cells-as-cure-for-chronic-diseases/459984/  
 
This Bangalore-based startup, backed by the Manipal 
Group and seed-funded by Cipla, is on fire and hopes to 
devise cures for at least eight serious illnesses such as 
Alzheimerõs and diabetes, though it may be a while 
before that happens. 
 
A Kidney donor can save one life. A blood donor perhaps, 
will save several dozens in oneõs life time. But what 
about a technology that allows one healthy donor 
provide treatment to thousands? Seems impossible? Not 
really, if the claims made by a Bangalore based start-up 
Stempeutics Research Pvt Ltd, is any indication.  

 

Mergers & 
Acquisitions / 
Collaborations 
 

Money Inflow Intact, 4 Pharma FDI 
Plans Okayed 
January 23, 2012, The Economic Times  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1159
6118.cms  
 
The government has cleared four foreign direct 
investment proposals in pharmaceutical space, dispelling 
fears that the recent change in rules will effectively kill 
foreign investments in the sector. The government had 
shifted all stake acquisitions into Indian pharmaceutical 
companies to the approval route from the automatic 
route after a spate of high-profile sellouts of local 
companies to multinationals raised fears of mass 
takeover of Indian companies.  
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This led to a growing apprehension that government 
scrutiny of deals will slow down investments in the 
pharma sector. "The FIPB has cleared four proposals. 
There is no delay," a finance ministry official told ET, 
refuting any such misgivings.  
 

BD Collaborates With Mercy/ROi To 
Improve Healthcare Quality And 
Reduce Costs 
January 21, 2012, Pharmabiz, New Jersey 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67143&sid=
2  
 
BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company), a leading global 
medical technology company that develops, 
manufactures and sells medical devices, instrument 
systems and reagents, and Mercy/ROi collaborated to 
achieve the first known instance in the United States 
where GS1 Standards, including bar codes, were 
integrated across the medical device supply chain.  
 
GS1 Standards are global standards and solutions to 
improve the efficiency and visibility of supply and 
demand chains across multiple sectors. A new case 
study, Perfect Order and Beyond,describes how these 
standards were implemented in the clinical care 
setting......... 
 

Pharma M&A "Surged Back" In 2011 
January 19, 2012, Pharma Times 
http://www.pharmatimes.com/Article/12-01-
19/Pharma_M_A_surged_back_in_2011.aspx  
 
Last year, the value of mergers and acquisitions (M&A) in 
the pharmaceutical industry surged to $224 billion, the 
highest level recorded since 2007, according to new 
research. Global deal values last year were up 18% over 
2010, although still substantially behind the mega-
merger boom of 2006, when deal values reached $303 
billion globally, says the report, from international law 
firm Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer. 
 
Global drugmakers continue to penetrate the emerging 
markets, with the value of pharmaceutical deals 
involving Brazilian, Indian, Chinese and Russian (BRIC) 
companies outpacing the growth of global M&A activity 
in these regions over the last five years, it says. 
 

Six Pharma Firms Ally To Improve 
Efficiency 
January 12, 2012m Financial Express (epaper 
page 7) 
http://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/34850  
 
There is a lot to learn from each other, says an oldage. 
Perhaps for the first time in the pharmaceutical industry 

after research and technology alliances, there is now an 
alliance by six pharma companies for adoption of best 
manufacturing practices. 
 

Pharmaceutical Companies Should 
Consider Mergers: Dilip Shanghvi 
January 11, 2012, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/pharmace
utical-companies-should-consider-mergers-dilip-
shanghvi/articleshow/11441850.cms  
 
Indian pharmaceutical companies, who are battling 
growing competition from each other and resurgent 
multinationals, may have to shake hands, said Dilip 
Shanghvi, chairman and managing director of Sun 
Pharmaceutical Industries.  
 
"Today there is a large amount of duplication by two 
Indian companies doing the same things," he said adding 
that "if the same investments were focused on new 
business lines, they might do much better." Shanghvi was 
speaking at a panel discussion on the future of the Indian 
pharma industry at the golden jubilee celebrations of the 
Indian Drug Manufacturers' Association (IDMA).  
 

Merger Of Arms With Parent Needs CCI 
Nod 
January 6, 2012, The Economic Times 
(epaper page 7) 
http://lite.epaper.timesofindia.com/getpage.aspx?pagei
d=7&pagesize=&edid=ET&edlabel=ETM&mydateHid=06-
01-2012&pubname=Economic+Times+-
+Mumbai&edname=Mumbai&publabel=ET  
 
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has ruled that 
even mergers of subsidiaries with the parent company 
needs its approval, a ruling that has the potential to 
lengthen the process of integration of businesses though 
owned by the same shareholders. 
 
The Commission threw out Tata Chemicals contention 
that the merger of one of its subsidiary, based in 
Mauritius, does not require approval from it since it is a 
subsidiary and not a separate entity, but just a part of 
the parent. 
 

M&A Deals Of Indian Firms Dip To 
$34.4 Bn In 2011: E&Y 
January 2, 2012, Business Standard 
http://business-standard.com/india/news/ma-
dealsindian-firms-dip-to-344-bn-in-2011-ey/460479/  
 
Hit by a raft of adverse global and domestic factors, the 
value of merger and acquisition deals involving Indian 
companies slumped over 40 per cent to $34.4 billion last 
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year, says Ernst & Young. The number of M&A 
transactions involving Indian entities also dropped to 806 
last year from 1,135 deals in 2010. 
 
Global consultancy firm Ernst & Young (E&Y) said 
uncertainty over the euro zone debt crisis and sluggish 
American growth, coupled with domestic factors such as 
a slowdown in reforms, rising interest rates and 
moderate growth in the economy, negatively affected 
the Indian M&A scenario. 
 

Pharma Deals Down After Spectacular 
2010 
December 30, 2011, Business Standard 
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/pharma-
deals-down-after-spectacular-2010/460219/  
 
Promise of large deals hit by high valuation expectations 
from Indian promoters and regulatory hurdles in the 
West. The year started with a lot of promise for merger 
& acquisition (M&A) deals in the pharmaceutical 
(pharma) sector. The reasons were strong.  
 
In 2010, Abbott had acquired Piramal Healthcare for 
$3.72 billion (Rs 17,500 crore). Many expected similar 
valuations ð the Piramal one was over eight times 
domestic salesðand deals this year. However, despite 
expectations of big buyouts, the year ended quietly. 

 

Pricing 
 

Treatment For Poor Not Free 
January 19, 2012, DNA 
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report_treatment-
for-poor-not-free-study_1639386  
 
This should be a shot in the arm for those health activists 
who have for long been demanding that user fee at all 
public hospitals be scrapped to ease access to health 
activities. A study by a city-based NGO, CEHAT (Centre 
for Enquiry into Health and Allied Themes) has found 
that in 2007-2009, the salary of the staff of a public 
hospital, appointed solely for collecting user fee, was 
more or less the same as the collections. 
 
In fact, this administrative cost was so large in 2007-
2008 that it exceeded the collections, claims a report 
based on the study, conducted by CEHAT researchers 
Oommen Kurien, Suchitra Wagle and Prashant Raymus in 
2011 at a public hospital. 
 

US,European And Japanese MNCs 
Oppose Broadening Of Price Control 
Through New Policy 

January 17, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67040&sid=1  
 
The multinational pharma companies in America, Europe 
and Japan have expressed strong apprehension about the 
Indian attempt to broaden the price control through a 
new pharmaceutical pricing policy, saying that it would 
not achieve the goal of expanding access to medicines 
and would instead stifle innovations. 
 
òWe believe that the draft national policy needs further 
review and consideration in a few important areas. For a 
number of reasons, we believe that the new proposal to 
further broaden government price control from 20 to 60 
per cent of all medicines in the country will not achieve 
Indiaõs...... 
 

Healthcare Workers Stress Need For 
Independent Data On Medicine Prices 
January 16, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-
economy/article2804064.ece?ref=wl_opinion  
 
The incongruity of scrutinizing medicine prices based on 
information gathered from the pharma industry has come 
in for criticism from healthcare workers. While the 
recently circulated draft National Pharmaceutical Policy 
has elicited responses along the predictable 
multinational-domestic industry divide, healthcare 
workers have echoed the World Health Organisation's 
concern on using only IMS data to check drug pricing. 
 
The absence of publically available data makes 
independent analysis impossible, a seasoned healthcare 
worker told Business Line. In its response to the 
Government, the WHO said, òa major problem exists 
with the method chosen of using IMS Health dataó, as 
the data is proprietary in nature and available only at 
high cost.  
 

WHO Welcomes Draft Pharma Policy To 
Control Prices Of Essential Drugs 
January 12, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66978&sid=
1  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has welcomed the 
intent to have the price control regulations apply to all 
essential medicines through the proposed 
pharmaceutical policy and the effort to move away from 
cost-based pricing which has been abandoned in all high 
income countries that have used this method in the past. 
 
òCeasing to regulate the prices of APIs is reasonable, 
though the prices of key APIs, which are only 
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manufactured by a limited number of suppliers in India 
or internationally, should be monitored to ensure that a 
cartel does not emerge that would drive prices up.  
 

Pharmabiz Editorial: NPPA Under 
Health Ministry 
January 12, 2012, Pharmabiz, P.A. Francis 
http://pharmabiz.com/ArticleDetails.aspx?aid=66971&si
d=3  
 
Indian pharmaceutical industry has grown over the years 
to a major industrial segment of the country supplying 
almost all the necessary medicines to its population. 
Unlike any other industry, this sector has a critical role 
in maintaining the health of the countryõs population.  
 
With the disease profile of the country changed vastly 
over the years, the patient community is under pressure 
to use a large number of essential drugs for life long. 
This situation demands availability of quality drug 
products at reasonable prices in the market place.  
 

ASSOCHAM Opposes All 348 Drugs 
Under NLEM In New Pharma Policy 
January 4, 2012, India Infoline 
http://www.indiainfoline.com/Markets/News/ASSOCHA
M-opposes-all-348-drugs-under-NLEM-in-new-pharma-
policy/5325417405  
 
Industry body ASSOCHAM strongly opposed the move to 
widen ambit of medicines under price control by 
including all the 348 essential drugs to be listed in 
National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) as suggested 
by the draft National Pharmaceuticals Pricing Policy 
(NPPP 2011). 
 
Virtually 75% of the industry will come under price 
control in case the NPPP is pursued in its present form. 
òIt will cripple the pharmaceuticals industry, deny 
healthcare to the masses at affordable prices, 
discourage foreign investments and threaten export 
prospects,ó said Mr Kewal Handa, chairman of 
ASSOCHAMõs Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Council. 
 

Price Controls, More Scrutiny To Weigh 
On Pharma Firms 
December 31, 2011, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2011/12/31010244/Price-
controls-more-scrutiny.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indiaõs Rs. 90,000-crore drug industry is heading for a 
challenging 2012 after two key policy changes this yearñ
greater scrutiny of foreign direct investment in local 
pharma companies and a proposal to expand price 
controls to contain healthcare costs. 
 
Profitability of drug makers will be under pressure as the 
focus turns to affordable medical treatment. Volumes 
and smart product mix may become key to sustainable 
growth as India and some key export markets expand 
healthcare budgets, said industry experts. 
 

500 Drug Companies Told To Pay Rs 
4,000 Cr Penalty For Over Charging 
December 27, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/500-drug-
companies-told-to-pay-rs-4000-cr-penalty-for-over-
charging/articleshow/11260043.cms  
 
More than 500 Indian drug companies will have to 
collectively pay over Rs 4,000 crore in dues after a high 
court shot down their petition challenging penalty 
notices sent by drug authorities for overcharging. Special 
counsel for the government, GR Sharma, said companies 
will have to collectively pay Rs 4,000-5,000 crore, which 
includes an initial principal amount and interest.  
 
The department of pharmaceuticals had sent notices to 
several drug companies in 1996 for selling bulk drugs at 
prices higher than those fixed by the government. At 
that time, prices were governed by the Drug Price 
Control Order of 1979, which was repealed later.  
 

Drug Pricing Policy To Cause 1.5k Cr 
Loss: IMS 
December 27, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/drug-
pricing-policy-to-cause-1-5k-cr-loss-
ims/articleshow/11262674.cms  
 
Drug market research firm IMS Health India has said the 
draft drug pricing policy, which proposes to cap prices of 
essential medicines, would cause a loss of Rs 1,500 crore 
to the industry but drug firms can offset the impact if 
they raise prices of brands currently sold below their 
proposed ceilings.  
 
Half of the estimated Rs 1,500-crore loss would be borne 
by top 10 companies alone, but this loss could be 
nullified, said Amit Backliwal, of IMS Health, whose data 
the government uses to fix prices of medicines. 
 

 

http://pharmabiz.com/ArticleDetails.aspx?aid=66971&sid=3
http://pharmabiz.com/ArticleDetails.aspx?aid=66971&sid=3
http://www.indiainfoline.com/Markets/News/ASSOCHAM-opposes-all-348-drugs-under-NLEM-in-new-pharma-policy/5325417405
http://www.indiainfoline.com/Markets/News/ASSOCHAM-opposes-all-348-drugs-under-NLEM-in-new-pharma-policy/5325417405
http://www.indiainfoline.com/Markets/News/ASSOCHAM-opposes-all-348-drugs-under-NLEM-in-new-pharma-policy/5325417405
http://www.livemint.com/2011/12/31010244/Price-controls-more-scrutiny.html
http://www.livemint.com/2011/12/31010244/Price-controls-more-scrutiny.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/500-drug-companies-told-to-pay-rs-4000-cr-penalty-for-over-charging/articleshow/11260043.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/500-drug-companies-told-to-pay-rs-4000-cr-penalty-for-over-charging/articleshow/11260043.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/500-drug-companies-told-to-pay-rs-4000-cr-penalty-for-over-charging/articleshow/11260043.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/500-drug-companies-told-to-pay-rs-4000-cr-penalty-for-over-charging/articleshow/11260043.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/drug-pricing-policy-to-cause-1-5k-cr-loss-ims/articleshow/11262674.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/drug-pricing-policy-to-cause-1-5k-cr-loss-ims/articleshow/11262674.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/drug-pricing-policy-to-cause-1-5k-cr-loss-ims/articleshow/11262674.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/drug-pricing-policy-to-cause-1-5k-cr-loss-ims/articleshow/11262674.cms


 Pharma Spectrum 

 

Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India 23 

 

Trade & Others 
 

Maharashtra FDA Issues Notice To 15 
Chemists In Mumbai For Selling Rexcof 
Cough Syrup Without Prescription 
January 25, 2012, Pharmabiz, Abhidnya 
Matwankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67181&sid=1    
 
The Maharashtra Food and Drugs Administration (FDA) 
has recently filed a first information report (FIR) and 
issued show cause notices against 15 chemist shops 
across Mumbai for selling Rexcof cough syrup, a 
manufactured product of Cipla without doctor's 
prescription. 
 
Rexcof cough syrup is a strictly prescription drug which 
cannot be sold without a doctor's prescription. This 
cough syrup is indicated for separation of the cough, but 
many people misused this drug as a means of drug 
addiction which is harmful to the health of the person. 
 

Pharma Industry And Hospitals View 
Cancer Drugs And Advanced 
Technology As Promising Opportunity 
January 24, 2012, Pharmabiz, Nandita Vijay 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67162&sid=
1  
 
Indian pharma industry and corporate hospitals are now 
working to maximize their presence in oncology by 
providing the latest drugs and technology to control the 
dreaded condition. In the last fortnight alone, two 
leading corporate hospitals in the country based on 
Bengaluruñ 
 
Healthcare Global Enterprises Limited (HCG) and BGS 
Global-- have stormed into this sector to offer the latest 
radiation therapy technology: TrueBeam. Mazumdar-
Shaw Centre for Advanced Therapeutics (MS-CAT), 
Bengaluru, collaborated with Strand Life Sciences for 
research on tongue cancer in the area of onco genomics 
in association with GANIT Labs, which developed a fully 
sequenced the genome of a tongue cancer patient. 
 

BMS Announces Donation For Cancer 
Patients 
January 23, 2012, BioSpectrum Asia 
http://www.biospectrumasia.com/Content/230112OTH1
8045.asp?nl=%5b%5bforstats  
 
Bristol-Myers Squibbhas announced a donation of $6.9 
million in 2011 to support the HealthWell Foundation, an 
independent non-profit organization that provides 

financial assistance to eligible individuals to cover 
coinsurance, co-payments, healthcare premiums and 
deductibles for certain treatments.  
 
The donation was made to HealthWellõs co-pay 
assistance funds to help underinsured cancer patients 
with their out-of-pocket disease related expenses that 
are not covered by their insurance plans, regardless of 
treatment selected.  
 

AZ Chief: Emerging Markets Are 
Tougher Than You Think 
January 19, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/az-chief-
emerging-markets-are-tougher-you-think/2012-01-19  
 
AstraZeneca CEO David Brennan talks emerging markets, 
external collaborations and townhall meetings in a Q&A 
with Roger Crockett. And, extending the current 
prefence for bolt-on M&A, Brennan reminds us that he's 
"not a fan" of megamergersé.. 
 

Pharma Retail Market Grows 15% In 
2011 
January 17, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-
business/Pharma-retail-market-grows-15-in-
2011/articleshow/11519626.cms  
 
Domestic pharma retail market clocked a robust 15% 
growth during 2011, mainly driven by therapies like anti-
diabetic, vitamin, anti-infectives and dermatology. The 
pharma sector continued to show its resilience amid 
slowdown concerns in the economy with December 
posting a strong growth, with anti-infectives back in 
favour during the month.  
 
The domestic pharma retail reached a new milestone by 
recording overall sales of Rs 60,000 crore for the year 
2011. The pharma market grew at 15.7% during 
December, with growth in key therapy areas, including 
anti-diabetics, derma and vitamins outperformed the 
market, data compiled.......... 
 

Status Quo To Continue On Barcode 
Implementation As Case Did Not Come 
Up For Hearing In Madras HC 
January 14, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh 
Shankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67015&sid=1  
 
The Madras High Court's December 19 order to maintain 
status quo on the issue of implementation of second 
phase of barcoding for the pharma exporters in the 
country will continue at least for another two weeks as 
the court did not take up the issue so far for hearing. 
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According to CIPI general secretary B Sethuraman, who is 
spearheading the case against barcoding in Madras High 
Court, the case did not come up for hearing so far and 
the chances of coming up for another two weeks is bleak 
as the court is on leave till January 17 due to Pongal 
celebrations in Tamil Nadu.  
 

We Will Have To Wait Until April 2013 
For GST 
January 12, 2012, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2012/01/11205124/Sushil-
Kumar-Modi--We-will-ha.html?h=B  
 
The empowered committee of state finance ministers, at 
its two-day meeting in Bhopal, agreed to tax services 
based on a ònegative listó to ensure broad-based 
coverage.  
 
It also set a deadline for the computerization of statesõ 
commercial tax departments, removing two major 
hurdles for the implementation of the goods and services 
tax (GST) in India. Services that are part of the list wonõt 
be taxed. 
 

First Jeevandhara Generic Drug Store 
Opened In AP To Provide Medicines At 
Affordable Prices To Poor People 
January 11, 2012, Pharmabiz, A Raju 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=66949&sid=1  
 
Moving forward with its novel health welfare scheme 
ôJeevandharaõ, the government of Andhra Pradesh is 
taking steps to set up a series of generic drug stores in 
Hyderabad with the collaboration of Red Cross and the 
AP Senior Citizenõs confederation.  
 
As part of this initiative, the government has 
inaugurated first of its kind Jeevandhara stores at 
Osmania General Hospital which will be followed by 
outlets at Gandhi Hospitals and other government 
hospitals across the state. 
 

Big Pharma Overhauls Its Marketing 
Methods 
January 10, 2012, Fierce Pharma 
http://www.fiercepharma.com/story/big-pharma-
overhauls-its-marketing-methods/2012-01-10  
 
Pharma sales have gone through a sea change, no 
question. Layoffs have shrunk the size of the sales-rep 
force by 30,000, or almost 30%, just in the last 5 years. 
But job cuts are only part of the shift, as The Wall Street 
Journal  explains. Drugmakers are changing their 
strategies almost completely, focusing on satisfying 
doctors rather than making scripted sales pitches. 
 

Just consider GlaxoSmithKline's change in sales-rep 
compensation. Rather than tying pay to prescription 
numbers, the company now is basing compensation on 
physician satisfaction and other measures.  
 

Drug Makers Want Anti-Dumping Duties 
January 6, 2012, Business Standard 
http://business-standard.com/india/news/drug-makers-
want-anti-dumping-duties/460937/  
 
Indian Drug Manufacturers Association (IDMA), the largest 
body of small and mid-sized pharma companies, has 
taken up some concerns of the pharmaceutical industry 
with the government.  
 
The matters include issues such as Chinese competition 
for the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API) market, 
pharma pricing and foreign direct investment (FDI) in the 
sector. 
 

We Aim To Grow In India Through Bolt-
On Acquisitions 
January 5, 2012, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/we-aim-to-
grow-in-india-through-bolton-acquisitions/896023/0  
 
Itõs been no easy ride for Novartis India, formed in 1997 
through the merger of Hindustan Ciba-Geigy and Sandoz 
(India). An arm of Swiss pharma giant, the $50.6-billion 
company had to divest some of its legacy businesses like 
agrochemicals and seeds to become a pre play pharma 
firm and integrate operations of two culturally diverse 
companies.  
 
Ranjit Shahani, vice-chairman and MD, an IIT Kanpur and 
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management Studies alumnus, 
says his focus was on increasing reach, widening product 
portfolio, and building talent.  
 

Stringent Clauses In Spurious Drugs Act 
Put Industry & Trade In Vulnerable 
Spot: SW Deshpande 
January 2, 2012, Pharmabiz, Nandita Vijay 
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=6682
7&sid=1  
 
Some of the provisions in the Drugs & Cosmetics 
(Amendment) Act, 2008, better known as Spurious Drugs 
Act, make the pharmaceutical industry and trade highly 
vulnerable if these clauses of the law are not interpreted 
right. 
 
The revised Act is one of absolute liability with offences 
made cognizable and non-bailable. It makes the industry 
and trade rather defenceless and helpless if the law is 
misinterpreted, pointed out S W Deshpande, former joint 
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commissioner, FDA - Maharashtra and Proprietor, 
Pharmalex. 
 

Kirloskars, Neotias, Jaipurias, Patnis 
And Other Business Families Nurse 
Healthcare Ambitions 
December 30, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
company/corporate-trends/kirloskars-neotias-jaipurias-
patnis-and-other-business-families-nurse-healthcare-
ambitions/articleshow/11298202.cms  
 
India's business families are sensing an opportunity in the 
chasm between the demand for quality healthcare and 
its supply. Marquee names such as the Kirloskars, 
Neotias, Jaipurias, Patnis and Thapars are either closely 
evaluating the sector or have already lined up hospital 
projects in major and minor cities.  
 
Earlier in the month, ET reported that Ashok Patni, 
former promoter of Patni Computer Systems (PCS), 
would set up a chain of 25 day-care surgery centres all 
over the country by 2016 from the proceeds of his stake 
sale in PCS to California's iGate. The first centre is to 
come up in Mumbai in May 2012.  
 

2011: An Uncomfortable Year For 
Pharmaceutical Sector 
December 27, 2011, The Economic Times 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-
industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/2011-an-
uncomfortable-year-for-pharmaceutical-
sector/articleshow/11263942.cms  
 
The pharmaceutical industry will remember 2011 as a 
year in which the government sought more to exercise 
more control over the business -- be it big ticket 
acquisitions of domestic firms by MNCs or price controls 
on drugs. Amid these tussles with the government, 
domestic companies carried on with their business as 
usual.  
 
While Ranbaxy heaved a sigh of relief after finally 
reaching an agreement with the US health regulator to 
remove a ban on the sale of drugs from certain Indian 
plants in the American market, Sun Pharma sought to 
consolidate its grip over Israeli firm Taro by proposing a 
complete takeover.  

 

Biotechnology 
 

DBT Begins Process For Setting Up 
BIRAC To Enhance Innovation In Indian 
Biotech Industry 

January 23, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh 
Shankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67151&sid=1  
 
The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) has started the 
process of setting up the 'Biotechnology Industry 
Research Assistance Council' (BIRAC) which is being 
established to stimulate, foster and enhance the 
strategic research and innovation capabilities of the 
Indian biotech industry, particularly the small and 
medium enterprises. 
 
According to sources in the DBT, after getting the 
cabinet nod, the department is currently engaged in the 
process of company incorporation for setting up the 
BIRAC by which the government aims to make India 
globally competitive in biotech innovation and 
entrepreneurship and to create affordable products and 
services. 
 

Biotech Regulation Must Not Increase 
Monopolies 
January 19, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-
economy/agri-
biz/article2811298.ece?homepage=true&ref=wl_home  
 
Prof. Abhijit Sen, Planning Commission Member, has said 
that (biotech) regulation should not increase 
monopolies. òThe type of regulation we had actually 
increased monopoly rather than decreasing it.  
 
Addressing the inaugural international conference on 
ôBiotechnology in Indian agriculture ð performance, 
potential and concerns' here on Wednesday, he said the 
regulators and private firms should agree upon 
boundaries (of regulation). 
 
 

DBT Launches CRS Scheme To Support 
Academia-Industry Interaction 
January 17, 2012, Pharmabiz, Ramesh 
Shankar 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67039&sid=1  
 
In its endeavour to extend support to academia in the 
form of grant-in aid for validation of the proof of 
concept (PoC) by an industrial partner, the Department 
of Biotechnology (DBT) will soon begin a programme 
called contract research and services scheme (CRS). 
 
The CRS scheme is being launched under the 
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Programme 
(BIRAP) which was earlier launched by the DBT with an 
objective to facilitate innovative research in the country 
in the field of biotechnology. 
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Big Drugmakers Lend Hand In Forming 
Biotech Startups  
January 13, 2012, Fierce Biotech 
http://www.fiercebiotech.com/story/big-drugmakers-
lend-hand-forming-biotech-startups/2012-01-13  
 
Venture firms vied for the attention of big drugmakers 
this week at J.P. Morgan healthcare conference, not just 
to promote the existing companies in their portfolios, 
but also to talk about joining forces to create new 
biotech outfits. Bruce Booth, a partner focused on early-
stage biotech investing at Atlas Venture, writes about 
the trend on his blog this morning. 
 
Big Pharma's growing role in launching new startups 
made big news this week, as Sanofi led the charge with 
its part in financing newly hatched Warp Drive Bio with 
founding venture backer Third Rock Ventures and 
Greylock Partners.  
  

Baxter Taps Momenta Expertise On 
Biosimilars 
December 28, 2011, Pharma Letter 
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/file/109880/baxter-
taps-momenta-expertise-on-biosimilars.html  
 
In another move to capitalize on the anticipated flood of 
biosimilars coming to the market, as blockbuster 
biological drugs come..... 

 

Medical Diagnostics 
/ Devices 
 

Soon, Ban On Blood Tests To Detect TB 
January 24, 2012, The Times of India 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Soon-ban-on-
blood-tests-to-detect-TB/articleshow/11607679.cms  
 
India will soon ban blood tests to detect tuberculosis 
(TB) that are widely available across the country. An 
expert group set up by the Drug Controller General of 
India has found that blood tests are mostly inaccurate 
for TB detection. It has recommended to the Union 
health ministry to immediately ban them.  
 
A ministry official said "The DCGI had set up an eight-
member committee to look at whether a proposal by the 
World Health Organization of banning blood tests for TB 
was accurate and whether these kits can be trusted. The 
committee has said it is not advisable to use a blood 
tests and hence should be banned." 
 

EIDIA Will Launch Self-Monitoring Blood 
Glucose Meter LIFE CHECK 
January 21, 2012, Pharmabiz, Tokyo 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67144&sid=
2  
 
EIDIA, a diagnostics subsidiary of Eisai Co., Ltd. will 
launch LIFE CHECK, a self-monitoring blood glucose 
meter manufactured by Osaka-based Gunze Limited, on 
January 27. LIFE CHECK is a personal self-monitoring 
blood glucose meter with which diabetes patients can 
monitor their own blood glucose level by simply inserting 
a dedicated sensor known as the LIFE CHECK SENSOR into 
the meter.  
 
The meter was developed as a next-generation model of 
the blood glucose monitor G-CHECK currently 
manufactured by Gunze and marketed by EIDIA. While 
Gunze received approval to manufacture and market 
LIFE CHECK in August 2011, the system will be 
distributed and marketed by EIDIA and co-promoted by 
Eisai. 
 

Wireless Broadband For Rural Health 
Services 
January 3, 2011, Financial Express 
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/wireless-
broadband-for-rural-health-services/894908/0  
 
It is widely acknowledged at the policy level that health 
and education are going to be the prominent drivers for 
broadband, which is at a pathetic low in the country. 
Though the draft Telecommunications Policy 2011 refers 
to the above two sectors in passing, specific programmes 
for promoting e-health or mobile healthcare services are 
missing.  
 
Broadband connectivity has the potential to enable 
accessible, affordable and accountable quality 
healthcare services, especially to the rural poor. Even 
with a large healthcare delivery structure in the country, 
consisting of more than 1.5 lakh healthcare sub-centres 
in villages, there is a great shortfall of rural........... 
 

Needle-Free Anaemia Test May Soon 
Be Possible 
December 30, 2011, Livemint 
http://www.livemint.com/2011/12/29225332/Needlefre
e-anaemia-test-may-s.html?h=B  
 
For any standard anaemia test, you canõt avoid a finger 
prick, however quick and fleeting the pain may be. But 
thousands of women die during childbirth in India every 
year because they lack access to any sort of haemoglobin 
screening during pregnancy, a standard procedure for 
checking iron levels in blood to detect anaemia.  
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Or, because they refuse to be prickedñdue to an 
irrational phobia of blood being drawn from their bodies, 
leaving anaemia to go undetected. A fledgling medical 
device maker based out of Thane, Maharashtra, claims it 
has the answer: a non-invasive method of monitoring one 
of the most rampant health problems caused by a 
decrease in the quantity of the red blood cells in India 
and much of the developing world. 

 

New Appointments 
/ Transfers 
 

R.V. Kanoria Is FICCIõs New President 
January 20, 2012, Hindu Business Line 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-
economy/article2814746.ece?homepage=true&ref=wl_ho
me  
 
Mr. R.V. Kanoria, Chairman and Managing Director, 
Kanoria Chemicals and Industries Ltd, has taken over as 
President of FICCI. He succeeds Mr. Harsh Mariwala. An 
MBA from IMD, Switzerland, and Advanced Management 
Programme from Wharton, US, Mr. Kanoria has over 
three decades of experience in the chemicals, textiles 
and jute industries.  
 
He is the Chair of the Commission on International Trade 
and Investment Policy of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Paris. At his maiden press conference on 
Thursday as President, FICCI, Mr. Kanoria said, òWe will 
turn the spotlight on state-level activities and track 
State policies with a view to garnering consensus on 
issues that have pan-India implications.ó 
 

DoP Gets Secretary, But Still Many Key 
Posts Vacant Causing Policy Inertia 
January 19, 2012, Pharmabiz, Joseph 
Alexander 
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=67078&sid=
1  
 
After remaining headless for a couple of months causing 
policy inertia in the pharmaceutical sector, the Centre 
has finally appointed Dilsher Singh Katha as the secretary 

of Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) under the 
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers. 
However, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA), another crucial body related to the pharma 
sector, is still without a chairman after G Balachandran 
retired in November last year. Apart from DoP and NPPA, 
CDSCO was also without a permanent head, thus causing 
to the policy paralysis in the regulatory segment. 
 

Kalha Lifted To Center As Secy, 
Pharma; '1977 Batch Officers Frowns  
January 16, 2012, Powerbuzz 
http://www.powerbuzz.in/powernews.php?id=2645  
 
In a move that has surprised many, Dilsher Singh Kalha 
IAS PB:1977 presently serving in parent cadre Punjab has 
been appointed as the new Secretary, Pharmaceuticals 
making the wait of five officers of 1977 batch agonisingly 
longer..... 
 
His appointment in Pharmaceutical has also become 
curioser as the Minister Azhagiri is not well conversant 
with language other than Tamil but both Kalla and his 
predecessor Mukul Joshi hailed from Punjab cadre 
surprisingly. Mukul Joshi IAS PB:1975 had superannuated 
as Secretary Pharmaceutical a few months ago.  
 

OPPI Related News 
 

Drug Firmsõ Petition Dismissed  
January 2, 2012, Business Standard 
http://wap.business-
standard.com/storypage.php?id=0&autono=460392  
 
A division bench of the Bombay High Court has dismissed 
the petitions of Indian Drug Manufacturers Association 
and the Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of 
India challenging the show cause notices to their 
members, who produce bulk drugs, about their liability 
under paragraph 7 (2) of the Drugs Prices Control Order 
(DPCO) 1979.  
 
The authorities had also asked them to furnish 
information regarding prices between 1979 and 1987. 
Their reply was that the department of chemicals had no 
power or authority to issue such notices. According to 
them, on a true interpretation of the DPCO, 1979 read 
with the DPCO, 1987 and DPCO, 1995,.......... 
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