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“India should focus on innovating drugs
and molecules to emerge as a global leader”

&
5 Sridhar,

President, Organisation
of Pharmaceutica
Producers of India
[OFFI). Murnbai

Orpansation of Pharmacentical Prodocers
of Inlia (OFPT) has elected S Srdhar as its nesd
Pregident fora period of teo vears, effective from

February 15, 2021, He takes over from Shanwd Tyagi,
Former Managmg Director, Boehrmger Ingelheim
Incia Pwi Lid. Sndhar is currently serving as the
Managing Direclor of Plizer Limited aml is heading
Pizer Ine's commercial budness in India. Sridbar has
been a member of the Eosoative Commattes of OFF]
for the past six years and has also chaired its Fimanoee
and Taxatiom Work Grooup. He 5 a sirong voice of
healthcare transformation in the country and was the
chiair of FICCT's Pharma Committes tll recently. In
conversation with BioSpedirum, § Srulhar falks absout
makmg a difference bo patients, the indudny and the
counkry via this new rde. Edited excerpis;

What is your wvision for the pharma sector
during your tenure as OPPI President?

I am enthusastse to be a part of the transformatson that
FFI envisions for the Indim healtheare sector. For s,
fustering an environment for research and innovation
m the country, incresing acoess and leveraging
techmology would be the main patient- centrc themes.
1 beliswe the mesearch-based pharmacentical industry
has o great mle to play in adsa's journey to transform
= healthears and brmg momew and better solutions i
mn the country.

Will the Budget 2021 help the pharma sector in
becoming self-reliant and sustainable?

OFFL is glad to note the proposal to increase the
permuissibde Foreipn Diredt Irmeestment (FDI) limat
Insurance companmies from 45 to 74 percent. This woulbd
help health and e imsormes compamies to senously
explore and invest in the country. Wi are also enthosed
by in the propasl to make availabde Pneumocooeal

Vaorine for children across the coumtry. We bope o oee
strong interventsons in the area of adult immunisation
and a siroopger forus on publie- private partnerchips io
further enhance aocess to healtheare and medicines for
the population of cor country. Equally impartant is the
Mabioma] Besearch Foundation [NEF} with an outlay af
s B, 000 crore over five years. We hope biotogecal and
pharmaceuial ressarch receives epough provision i
this utlay to nuriure an innovation- drmven soosystem.

How is the pharma sector looking to make life-
saving drugs accessible to the needy?

OFPL and sz member companies have been ngaroushy
working with the government to make hfe-saving dnegs
acresE e to peopde froam all sirats. Many of sor messher
commpanies are parinerng with Ayushman Bharat, the
larpest  povemment-funded  healtheare  programmss
m the world, which is expected to benefit 100 million
vulnerable Bmilies m the country by prsading a cover
of Bx Roouoo0n per family each year for secondary
and tertsary care. OFFL and s member companies
have a hmg and distinguished hstory in mmomting
and dismbubting Bfe-saving medicmes at economical
cists around the globe, The COVID-1g paslemic has
showm that India should focas on innovating dnags and
maerales, in order to emmerge as o leader in the global
pharmaceutsel landsspe.

Whatarethe most pressingissuesinthe pharma
sector that require immediate attention?

Innovation - In promoting pharma innovation,
India needs to think big, as it has been doing in recent
yeurs in other spheres. Since India possesses one
of the largest talent pook of medisl professionals,
which includes researchers, it should aim at emerging
as a global phammaceutical leader by inventing amd
developing new molecules and addressing solutions to
sorne of the kong-stamling healthare problems.

Regulatory compliance - Reducse negulatory
compliance bunien on the sector in onder b mprove
ease of doing business in the country.

Access to Medicine — Ensuring access fo
mesdicines i a challenge in a large country like India
Judicsous measures need to be adopted 10 make sore
thiat dnegs are available te all those who need them amd
when they nesd them.

Alen, India nesds more focused messarch amd
development in APLs with dedicated fcilities. B
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