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In addition, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is promoting digital health solutions, which will 

increasingly help bridge the gap in healthcare delivery by providing access to affordable 

healthcare. The rise in digital healthcare is evident from the spread of telemedicine in recent 

times. 

Growing pharma sector 

On its part, the pharma industry too is racing ahead to leverage the growth opportunities. The 

Indian pharmaceutical market is expected to grow to $130 billion by 2030, according to a recent 

EY FICCI report. Global and Indian pharma companies are collaborating and co-creating and they 

are also converging with each other and with the government to meet existing and unmet 

patient needs. Pharma companies are enhancing their research and development spending and 

manufacturing capabilities, and many more complex molecules are under development today. 

Challenges ahead 

While the country has come a long way both in terms of eliminating diseases like polio and 

building a globally competitive pharmaceutical industry, there’s no denying the numerous 

challenges ahead, among the biggest of which is the growing incidence of communicable and 

non-communicable diseases in the country and the gap in healthcare infrastructure and services. 

The pharma sector will continue to collaborate with the government and hospitals, diagnostics, 

and other players in the healthcare ecosystem to address these and other healthcare challenges. 

While the government must continue to strengthen healthcare infrastructure and delivery 

systems to ensure UHC for all by 2030, the pharmaceutical industry in India too needs to increase 

investments in R&D and keep upgrading its manufacturing and quality standards to provide 

access to affordable medicines for all. Favourable policies and stronger partnerships between 

government, industry and academia can help accelerate the pace of innovation and expansion of 

healthcare infrastructure, too. 

Digital healthcare solutions will also enable the transformation of healthcare in India. For 

instance, digital data management and information systems and New Age technologies like 

artificial intelligence and machine learning can help in treating and tracking lifestyle diseases, as 

is evident from the growing number of health tech start-ups in the country. The challenges are 



numerous, but as both the government and industry have shown in recent years, healthcare for 

all is no longer a distant dream. 

 


