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Intellectual property for positive change

By Invitation. Intellectual property for positive
change

In a rapidly evolving world, leveraging intellectual property (IF) for greater good has become a priority and its
importance will continue to grow as humanity addresses pivotal global challenges

BY RAJEEV RANJAN
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In a rapidly evolving world, leveraging int
become a priority and its importance will continue to grow as humanity addresses
pivotal global challenges including climate change, global health crises, and food
Security concerns.

ellectual property (1P) for greater good has
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Intellectual property
for positive change

BY
INVITATION

world, leversging intel

lecm;;dpmpﬁrr)' (1P for
greater good has become a pr
ority and s importance will
continue o grow as humanicy
addresses pivotal global chal-

lenges  including  climare
change, global health crises,
d

In 2 rapidly evolving

FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE.
Public-private partnerships
ol the key to sustainable
innovation sreexce

While IP can directly or in-
disectly conrribute to many of
the UN's Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDOs), bts rol

fundin such ag
the India Health Fund (a col-
laborarive imiriative of Tata
Trusts and the Global Fusd
for AIDS, Tubercubosis and

is perbaps most evident in re-
lation t SDG-9, which em-
phasises fosrering innovarion
and promesing sustainable iy
dustrialisation. As 2 catalyst
for innovatien, 1P abso con-
tributes directly w achieving
other SDGs including phar-
maceuricals and medical ad-
vancement (SDG-3).

We confront monumental
challenges in health, such as
antimiceobial  resistance,
emerging infectious diseases,
neglected tropieal diseases,
besides other threars. These
necessitare the continual de-
velopment of novel drugs,
vaccines  and  innovative
suregies for  deliveriag
bealthcare  services
products. Although innova-
tion holds the proven poten-
tial w0 address these global
challenges, the investment of
time and resources remaing &
concern. Therefore, the ques-

Malaria). Public or global en-
tiries idenrify pressing needs,
leading o pastnerships almed
a1 meeting these needs, main-
Taining a robust 1P system.
1P plays a pivoral role in en-
oo companbes to integ-
e socki and enviroamental
eonsiderations into theis busi-
ness strategies. The pharmi-
ceutical industey & often
called our over ts environ-
menal footprint, particabarly
in drug manufacturing pro-
cesses. 1P can drive innova-
tian in green chemistry and
sustainable  manufacturing
peactices, reducing the in-
dustry’s environmental im-
For example, Sanofi's
Chemistry B Bion Y
Development Center
(Ankleshwar) innovated on a
process o manufacmre drug
intermediares thar help swve
portable water.
Leveraging IP presents an

thom is — what e
sure that the cycle of drug dis-
covery and devel s

1 address glokal challenges.
n

i
responsive o the needs of
those who require them,
without undermining innov-
ator interest?

A viable path forward could
be w0 a system

lthes, we should harness the
full potential of IP 1o create a.
more inclusive, resilient and
susrainable furare for all.

thar addresses these needs

icheed i reampingthe 1P

through publ par-
norships  or  internarional

Wiewsars
personal
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India can emulate Japan's post-Meiji transformation by harnessing innovation, embracing change and cultivating
a risk-taking culture

In the 76th Independence Day speech on August 15, 2022, the Prime Minister called for innovation with a focus on
indigenous innovations highlighting “Jai Anusandhan”.

Innovation is the key to India realising a self-reliant, competitive and USD 30 trillion economy by 2047. Innovation
has the potential to unlock major productivity gains and will allow the nation to leapfrog towards higher value-
added products and services across sectors.

In the last few years, globally we have witnessed a fundamental and rapid shift from a knowledge economy to an
era of artificial intelligence (Al) and virtuality. During the same time, the unprecedented nature and scale of the
pandemic affirmed the importance of having an innovation ecosystem for finding new cures — vaccines,
medicines and diagnostics.

For a country with a legacy of scientific and technical knowledge base, the private sector in India has previously
made modest investments in research and development (R&D). India has taken a different approach to
innovation to meet its unique challenges. The transformational digital public infrastructure, starting with the
Aadhar platform, is a case in point.
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Driving innovation: Role of intellectual property in India

India can emulate Japan's post-Meiji transformation by harnessing innovation, embracing change and cultivating a risk-taking culture

1 the 76th Independence
Iu Y specch o August

nous innovations highlight-
ing “Jai Anusan
Innovation s the ey to India
realising a sel-relant, com-
petitive and USD 30 trillion
economy by 2047. Innovation
has the potential to unlock
major productivity gains and
will allow the nation to
leapfrog towards higher
value-added products and
services across seclors
In the last few years, global
ly we have witnessed  fun-
damental and rapid shift
from a knowledge economy
10 an era of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) and virtuality.
During the same time, the
nature and

KRISHNA SARMA

scale of the pandemic
affirmed the importance of
having an innovation ecosys-
tem for finding new cures —
vaccines, medicines and diag-
nostics

For a country with a legacy
of scientific and technical
knowledge base, the private
sectorin India has previous-
Iy made modest investments

searchand devel

to meet its unique challenges.

The transformational digital

publicinfrastructure,stating

with the Aadhar platform, is
case in point.

Similarly, against the back-
rop of concerns regarding
ublic health, access and

affordability of medicines

and protecting the domestic
industry, India's approach to
innovation in the biopharma-
ceutical sector is primarily
based on public-sector-led
collaborative innovation,
where the private sector has
merely been ‘encouraged ‘to
invest in R&D in priority

While in many cases, publily
supported research provides
awellspring of initial discov-

(R&D). India has taken a dif-
erent h

eryitis that
must develop new technolo-
gies and bring them to the

market, To be a leader in a
rapidly changing market-
place across sectors, private
sector innovation is critical,
How does one measure inno-
vation? One way could be to
determine how much a com
pany spends on R&D as a
percentage of its revenue
annually. As patents secure
exclusive rights to an inven
tion, the innovative index of
a company can be addition
ally judged by the number of
grated patents, patent appli
Siions fied, whether the
filings are in multiple coun-
tries, the quality of the

atents and so fort

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Commerce’s
1615t Report on IPR Regime
in India (July 2021) express
es concern that the rate of
increase in the number of

patents in India in the last
four years has been very low
compared to the US' and
China. It goes on to say that
this i co-related to the
microscopic spending on

re 0.7

per cent of Indids G
Globally, companies with the
highest R&D spend are big
tech US companies like
Amazon, Meta, Alphabet,
Microsoft, Intel Corp. and
bio-pharma

nies like Roche, |8, Phzer,
Bristol-Myers Squibb and
Merck & Co. This list also
includes three companies
rom China — Huawei,
cent Holdings and
Alibaba; Samsung from S.
Korea; and European auto-
mobile manufacturers like
Volkswagen and Mercedes-
Benz.

Regarding the biopharma-
ceutical sector, the removal of
product patent protection
for drugs in 1970 allowed
reverse engincering, which
led to the exponential growth
of the domestic generic
industry and helped India be
‘the pharmacy of the world:
At the same time, however,
the lack of effective patent
protection  profoundly
impacted corporate invest
‘ment in R&D and the discov-
ry of new molecules. Zydus
Cadila’s  Sarogl

Japan's transformation after
the Meiji Restoration from
being an importer and imi
tator of foreign technolo-
gies, (0. global powerhouse
in_innovation that has
defined the world’ techno-
logicallandscape exemplifies
that necessity is the mother
of invention.

“There is no silver bullet for
creating an enabling environ-
ment for innovation. Bryce
Hoffman in his book Red
Teaming shows how disrup

ursue closer collaboration

etween academia and
industry to commercialise
innovation. It is a matter of
great pride that Prof. Rahul
Purwar, 1IT Mumbai
obtained marketing approval
for the first indigenously
developed cell and gene ther-
apy for the treatment of can

Last but not least, a robust,
meaningful and predictable
intellectual property rights
system can most optimaly

launched in 2013, remains so

far, the only compound that

was_entirely indigenously
covered.

India has the potential to
spur its innovative spirit by
leveraging its strengths,

by h d foster-

requires crit-
land hink

¢ incentives

S0, to inculcate the scientif-
ic temper and risk-taking
and entrepreneurship spirit,
there is a dire need to shift
the emphasis of our educa-
tion system from rote mem:
orisation and fe Y.

ing a risk-taking culture.

Second, we must vigorously

investrisk capital i inventive
activity — a very high-risk
undertaking
(The author is Managing
Partner, C;

rate Law

Taw firm; views
are personal)
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Pharma heads to self-declare on ethical code
compliance, a first under the updated UCPMP

Executive heads of companies have to sign-off on declaration by June 30
BY PTJYOTHIDATTA

@COMI.’ENTS SHARE » ﬁ READ LATER

\

The executive heads of drug companies will have to sign-off on a self-declaration form
stating that their company complies with the Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical
Marketing Practices (UCPMP-2024 ), for FY25.
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Pharma firm chiefs must
self-declare on ethical
code compliance

—
PT Jyothi Datta
‘Mumbai

The executive heads of drug companies
will have to sign-off on a self-declaration
form stating that their company complies
with the Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical
Marketing Practices (UCPMP-2024 ), for
FY25.

This is the first time such a self-declara-
tion is being sought under the updated
UCPMP-2024, and it comes even as the
pharma industry seeks clarity on aspects of
its say industry hers.

The executive heads of companies have
to submit the self-declaration by June 30,a
communication from the Department of
Pharmaceuticals (DoP) said.

Earlier in March, the DoP had issued the
updated  ecthical marketing  code,
UCPMP-2024, outlining a framework
within which pharma companies could en-
gage with doctors, without these interac-
tions becoming an endorsement or induce-
ment to push drug prescriptions.

ALIGNING WITH THE GUIDANCE
“This reinforces what is already outlined in
the UCPMP-2024 and companies will have
to align with the guidance. If there is a
transgression, it would be escalated to the
ethics committee of the respective in-
dustry association and if unresolved, fur-
ther to the apex committee headed by the
Secretary, DoP. But there is no clarity cur-
rently on how penalties will eventually pan
out for violation of self-declaration,” said
Varsha Rajesh, Pharmaceutical and Life
Sciences lawyer with Nishith Desai Associ-
ates.

Pharma industry representatives say
companies are working to comply with the
cthical code, that includes features like
limiting brand-reminders to 1,000, and
restricting Continuous Medical Education
(CME) meetings to domestic venues.

Anil Matai, Director General with the
Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers
of India (OPPI), a platform of largely for-
eign drugmakers, said companies were
already primed since the code was issued
carlier this year, and the self-declarations
would go up on the association’s website.

In the case of companies that do not be-
long to an association, or belong to mul-
tiple associations, they would have to send
their declaration to the committee headed
by the DoP secretary, he said.

While some industry-watchers remain
critical on whether the ethical code will
curb malpractices and the freebie culture,
reportedly between drugmakers and doc-
tors, others point out the latest communic-
ation is indeed the Centre’s nudge to get
pharma companies to stick to the ethical
code of promotion.
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Pharmaceutical companies prepare to comply with ethical
marketing code

The UCPMP aims to curb the unethical marketing of drugs and ban medical representatives from using
ir to access i

The Form Says That A Pharmaceutical Company Will Undertake To Comply With The Provisions Of The UCPMP
2024 And Assist The Authorities In Enforcing The Code | Representational Image

Sanket Koul | New Delhi
3 min read Last Updated : May 30 2024 | 8:55 PM IST
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Drug firms prepare to comply
with ethical marketing code

SANKET KOUL
New Delhi, 30 May

Pharmaceutical (pharma) bodies have wel-
comed the government’s move to request
chief executive officers (CEOS)
of all pharma companies sub-
mit, by June 30, an undertaking
citing compliance with the
newly notified code against
unethical marketing,.

The Department of
Pharmaceuticals (DoP), in a circular dated
May 28, said that the self-declaration form is
applicable for 2024-25 (FY25) under the
Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical Marketing
Practices (UCPMP) 2024. The form will be cir-
culated among pharma companies for ‘strict
compliance’.

Describing the move as necessary (o
ensure accountability in implementing the
code, Sudarshan Jain, secretary-general of
the Indian Pharmaceutical Association,

drugs

The UCPMP aims
to curb unethical

marketing of to

which represents the leading drug firms in
the country, said that requiring the com-
pany’s executive head to submit a 'self-dec-
laration’ for FY25 would ensure accountabil-
ity at the highest level.

The UCPMP aims to curb the
unethical marketing of drugs
and ban medical representa-
tives from using inducements
access healthcare
professionals.

While the industry had been
following a voluntary code to curb unethical
practices since 2015, the DoP notified the
UCPMP in March 2024, making these guide-
lines quasi-statutory in nature.

Anil Matai, director-general of the
Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of
India, which represents multinational
pharma companies working in India, said
that pharma companies had been diligently
preparing to align with this ethical code since
its issuance in March this year.
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DoP orders pharma cos to comply to self-declaration
under UPCMP 2024

Executive heads of companies must sign and submit the dec

arations by June 30

<o OIQIEIE o

The government has ordered all pharmacsutical companies to comply with 2 self-declaration under the Uniform Code
for Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices (UCPMP-2024), for FY 24-25.

All pharma associations were instructed by the Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), to send the circular 1o all
member companies and to submit self-declarations by June 30, 2024, in 2 format specified by the department.

Daara Patel, Secretary General IDMA, commented, * We have forwarded the code and the communication from DoP
decfaration to all cur members requesting them to strictly comply with the same.”
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