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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil Matai said, "The
decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines - bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and
three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil - is
both historic and compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients
and families."

Equally impactful are the reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a wide range of
medical apparatus, diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare supplies, he added.
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Bold step: Industry experts hail GST reforms in health sector

“We commend the government for the far-reaching GST reforms announced for healthcare. The decision to reduce
GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and 3 critical drugs for cancer,
rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil-- is both historic and compassionate. This
bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families,” added Anil Matai, Director
General, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI).

GST rates for spectacles and goggles for correcting vision have also been cut down to 5 per cent from 28 per cent.
In addition, the GST revision will slash rates for health insurance, medical oxygen, and diagnostic kits such as
glucometers.

GST on individual health and life insurance premiums has been reduced to nil (which currently stands at 18 per
cent).
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GST cut on drugs and medical devices to
provide relief to patients: Industry players

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment’s decision to slash GST
on medicines and medical
devices while exempting lifesav-
ing drugs from the levy has been
hailed as a landmark reform by
the pharmaceutical and health-
care industry. Stakeholders said
on Thursday that the move will
bring direct relief to patients
and families while substantially
easing their financial burden.
Industry leaders noted that
the reforms will improve afford-
ability, expand access to quality
healthcare, and align with the
government’s vision of universal
healthcare. Indian Pharmaceu-
tical Alliance Secretary General
Sudarshan Jain said exempt-
ing cancer and lifesaving drugs

from GST will immediately ease
costs for families. “Equally, the
reduction in GST on a wide
range of medicines from 12 per
cent to 5 per cent will make
essential therapies more afford-
able,” he added.

Organisation of Pharmaceu-
tical Producers of India (OPPI)
Director General Anil Matai
described the reform as “his-
toric and compassionate,” point-
ing out that 33 essential drugs

have moved from 12 per cent
GST to nil, while three critical
medicines for cancer, rare dis-
eases, and other severe condi-
tions have shifted from 5 per
cent to nil. He said the reduc-
tions on medicines, diagnos-
tic Kits, surgical devices, and
healthcare supplies would make
healthcare more accessible
across households and hospitals.

“This move realigns the GST
structure, prioritises patient
well-being, and strengthens
India’s journey towards uni-
versal health coverage,” Matai
added.

NATHEALTH President
and Metropolis Healthcare
Executive Chairperson Ameera
Shah said standardising GST

rates would support preven-
tive, curative, and rehabilita-
tive care. “By easing costs, the
measure will enhance access to
services, promote early disease
detection, and ensure consis-
tency across the healthcare eco-
system,” she said.

Apollo Health Co Ltd Exec-
utive Chairperson Shobana
Kamineni welcomed zero GST
on health and life insurance,
calling it “a masterstroke” that
makes protection a right rather
than a privilege.

Industry leaders unani-
mously called the reforms a
transformative step toward
building a patient-centric, equi-
table, and resilient healthcare
system in India. AGENCIES
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"This move will make healthcare more affordable and accessible at every level,
from hospitals to households. By realigning the GST structure, the government
has sent out a strong signal of prioritising patient well-being and
strengthening India's journey towards universal health coverage," Matai said.

The reduction in GST would be passed down to patients, helping reduce the
cost of treatment, while also improving access and creating greater demand
for quality healthcare, he added.
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Anil Matai, Director General, the Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers
of India (OPPI), said that the decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines
- bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and three critical drugs
for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from five per
cent to nil - is both historic and compassionate.
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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil Matai
said, "The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per
cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions
from 5 per cent to nil -- is both historic and compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce
the financial strain on patients and families."

Equally impactful are the reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a wide
range of medical apparatus, diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare supplies, he added.

"This move will make healthcare more affordable and accessible at every level, from hospitals to
households. By realigning the GST structure, the government has sent out a strong signal of
prioritising patient well-being and strengthening India's journey towards universal health
coverage,’ Matai said.

The reduction in GST would be passed down to patients, helping reduce the cost of treatment, while
also improving access and creating greater demand for quality healthcare, he added.
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Anil Matai, the director-general of the Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

(OPPI), a network of foreign drugmakers, called the restructuring of the GST framework a

historic and compassionate step for reducing the financial strain patients and their families

experience.

“By realigning the GST structure, the government has sent out a strong signal of prioritising

patient well-being and strengthening India's journey towards universal health coverage. The

reduction in GST would be passed down to patients, helping reduce the cost of treatment,

while also improving access and creating greater demand for quality healthcare,” Matai
underlined.

10



https://www.expresspharma.in/anil-matai-director-general-of-oppi-on-the-future-of-indian-pharma-from-product-provider-to-health-partner/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/theprint.in/health/drug-costs-form-chunk-of-out-of-pocket-spending-on-health-in-india-this-could-change-with-gst-reforms/2736199/__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!mI8TVyB4Q5wHBkmOKUDcAtLnby0iHdsby9ccUFxSGgGe6NJWxGRy_GTAcPjALnZ_ZiVyG-sNkfkemMSeIPNna2KVjFyrk1D3xJw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/theprint.in/health/drug-costs-form-chunk-of-out-of-pocket-spending-on-health-in-india-this-could-change-with-gst-reforms/2736199/__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!mI8TVyB4Q5wHBkmOKUDcAtLnby0iHdsby9ccUFxSGgGe6NJWxGRy_GTAcPjALnZ_ZiVyG-sNkfkemMSeIPNna2KVjFyrk1D3xJw$

»
2 orpl X

-

HRa & fae

Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication | The Week

Date 5 September

Edition Online

Headline GST cut on drugs medical devices to provide relief to patients Industry

players

Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil
Matai said, "The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33 essential drugs
from 12 per cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe
chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil -- is both historic and compassionate. This bold step
will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families."

Equally impactful are the reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a
wide range of medical apparatus, diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare supplies, he

added.

"This move will make healthcare more affordable and accessible at every level, from

hospitals to households. By realigning the GST structure, the government has sent out a strong

signal of prioritising patient well-being and strengthening India's journey towards universal
health coverage," Matai said.
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Anil Matai, director general, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI)—lobby of foreign drugmakers such as
MSD, Sanofi, Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk among others—commended the government for the far-reaching GST reforms announced
for healthcare. “The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines—bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to NIL and 3
critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to NIL is both historic and
compassionate."
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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil Matai
said, 'The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33 essential drugs from 12
per cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic
conditions from 5 per cent to nil -- is both historic and compassionate. This bold step will
significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families.” Equally impactful are the
reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a wide range of medical apparatus,

diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare supplies, he added.
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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil
Matai said, "The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines - bringing 33 essential
drugs from 12 per cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other
severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil - is both historic and compassionate. This
bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families."
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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil
Matai said, "The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines - bringing 33 essential
drugs from 12 per cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other
severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil -- is both historic and compassionate. This
bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families."

Equally impactful are the reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a
wide range of medical apparatus, diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare
supplies, he added.

"This move will make healthcare more affordable and accessible at every level, from
hospitals to households. By realigning the GST structure, the government has sent out a
strong signal of prioritising patient well-being and strengthening India's journey towards
universal health coverage," Matai said.
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Similarly, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) Director General Anil Matai
said, "The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33 essential drugs from 12
per cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions
from 5 per cent to nil - is both historic and compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce

the financial strain on patients and families.”

Equally impactful are the reductions in GST on all other medicines to 5 per cent and on a wide

range of medical apparatus, diagnostic kits, surgical devices, and healthcare supplies, he added.
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Pharma industry terms GST cut on drugs, medical supplies 'histori

"The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines — bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per
cent to nil and three critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions
from 5 per cent to nil — is both historic and compassionate. This bold step will significantly
reduce the financial strain on patients and families,” said Anil Matai, Director General,
Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI).

"This move will make healthcare more affordable and accessible at every level, from hospitals to
households. By realigning the GST structure, the government has sent out a strong signal of
prioritising patient well-being and strengthening India's journey towards universal health
coverage,’ Matai added.
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Bold step: Industry experts hail GST reforms in health sector

“We commend the government for the far-reaching GST reforms announced
for healthcare. The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines - bringing
33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and 3 critical drugs for cancer, rare
diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil- is both
historic and compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce the
financial strain on patients and families,” added Anil Matai, Director General,
Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI).

GST rates for spectacles and goggles for correcting vision have also been cut
down to 5 per cent from 28 per cent. In addition, the GST revision will slash
rates for health insurance, medical oxygen, and diagnostic kits such as
glucometers.
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Bold step: Industry experts hail GST reforms in health sector

“We commend the government for the far-reaching GST reforms announced for healthcare. The decision to
reduce GST on lifesaving medicines — bringing 33 essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and 3 critical drugs for
cancer, rare diseases, and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil- is both historic and
compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on patients and families,” added Anil
Matai, Director General, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI).

GST rates for spectacles and goggles for correcting vision have also been cut down to 5 per cent from 28 per cent.
In addition, the GST revision will slash rates for health insurance, medical oxygen, and diagnostic kits such as
glucometers.

GST on individual health and life insurance premiums has been reduced to nil (which currently stands at 18 per
cent).
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Bold step: Industry experts hail GST reforms in health sector

“We commend the government for the far-reaching GST reforms announced for

healthcare. The decision to reduce GST on lifesaving medicines -- bringing 33

essential drugs from 12 per cent to nil and 3 critical drugs for cancer, rare diseases,

and other severe chronic conditions from 5 per cent to nil-- is both historic and

compassionate. This bold step will significantly reduce the financial strain on

patients and families,” added Anil Matai, Director General, Organisation of

Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI).
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