OPPI Coverage Dossier
January 2026

= OPPI

K




INDEX
S.no Date Publication Edition Link
Wires
Pharma industry seeks R&D
1 12 January PTI Online | sops, simplification of requlatory
framework in Budget
Print
> Print Pre-Budget Expectations: GST
6" January | Biospectrum . Simplifications Key to Pharma
+Online ; - »
and Life Sciences Growth
Pharma trends that will shape
Express Print 2026: Building a future-ready,
th
3 5% January Pharma +Online | patient-centric industry
Online
12 January I—!lndu . Online Pharma Industry Seeks R&D
Businesslin - P
4 Sops, Simplification of Requlatory
e .
Framework in Budget
12 January Online | Pharma Industry Seeks R&D
Sops, Simplification of
5 The Week Reqgulatory Framework
in Budget
12 January Outlook Online | 'Pharma Industry Seeks R&D Sops,
6 Business Simplification of Regulatory
Framework in Budget
12 January Rediff Online | Pharma
7 Industry Budget Expectations:
R&D, Regulations
12 January Express Online | Ahead of union budget, pharma
P industry seeks R&D boost, GST
8 Pharma . —=
rationalisation
January Online | https://www.linkedin.com/posts/a
nil-matai-39937912 healthcare-
innovation-collaboration-activity-
LinkedIn 7422648316838129664-
9 Blo 2wiJ?utm_ source=share&utm m
9 edium=member android&rcm=A
CoAACOMOAgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0E
WSZrUez2TNmGk



https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/3269234
https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/3269234
https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/3269234
https://www.biospectrumindia.com/features/18/27136/pre-budget-expectations-gst-simplifications-key-to-pharma-and-life-sciences-growth.html
https://www.biospectrumindia.com/features/18/27136/pre-budget-expectations-gst-simplifications-key-to-pharma-and-life-sciences-growth.html
https://www.biospectrumindia.com/features/18/27136/pre-budget-expectations-gst-simplifications-key-to-pharma-and-life-sciences-growth.html
https://www.expresspharma.in/pharma-trends-that-will-shape-2026-building-a-future-ready-patient-centric-industry/
https://www.expresspharma.in/pharma-trends-that-will-shape-2026-building-a-future-ready-patient-centric-industry/
https://www.expresspharma.in/pharma-trends-that-will-shape-2026-building-a-future-ready-patient-centric-industry/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/article70500819.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/article70500819.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/article70500819.ece
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/eye-on-500-bn-by-2047-pharma-steps-into-2026-with-focus-on-innovation-125122200181_1.html
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/budget/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/budget/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/budget/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget
https://money.rediff.com/news/market/pharma-industry-budget-expectations-r-d-regulations/40067520260112
https://money.rediff.com/news/market/pharma-industry-budget-expectations-r-d-regulations/40067520260112
https://money.rediff.com/news/market/pharma-industry-budget-expectations-r-d-regulations/40067520260112
https://www.expresspharma.in/ahead-of-union-budget-pharma-industry-seeks-rd-boost-gst-rationalisation/
https://www.expresspharma.in/ahead-of-union-budget-pharma-industry-seeks-rd-boost-gst-rationalisation/
https://www.expresspharma.in/ahead-of-union-budget-pharma-industry-seeks-rd-boost-gst-rationalisation/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anil-matai-39937912_healthcare-innovation-collaboration-activity-7422648316838129664-2wiJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAC0M0AgBAIudzyJ2Mt5J0EWSZrUez2TNmGk

WIRES

Publication | PTI

Date 12 January

Edition Online

Headline Pharma industry seeks R&D sops, simplification of requlatory framework

in Budget



https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/3269234
https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget/3269234

Pharma industry seeks R&D sops,
simplification of regulatory framework in
Budget

NEW DELHI: {Jan 12) The government should look at offering globally competitive
R&D incentives and fiscal support for clinical research to the domestic pharma
industry in the upcoming Budget in order to help it transform into an innovation-led
USD 130-billion sector by 2030, according to industry bodies.

The policymakers should also consider GST structure rationalisation, restoration of
weighted R&D deduction and simplification of compliance and regulatory
framework in the upcoming Union Budget for the financial year 2026-27,

"The industry seeks globally competitive R&D incentives that align with India's
innovation ambitions, enhance the scientific ecosystem, and support the transition
from a volume-dniven model to an innovation-led pharmaceutical sector,” Indian

Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA) Secretary General Sudarshan Jain said in a statement,
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Pre-Budget Expectations:
GST Simplifications Key to
Pharma and Life Sciences Growth

Al eyes ate on the Union Budget 2026-27, 10 be presented on February
sciences sector looks for decisre measures 1o strengthen India’s position

026, &8 the hfe
s a globad hub for

Quaity heaithcare, innovation, and affordable access

he Bodgt 2025 - 26 had peovided o vigniieant
boost 10 the sector. The Departerent of Health
and Pamily Welfarv recrived Rx 93,087 87
cremw, while the Department of Health Ressarch was
sllocated Rs 3,000,609 crure. Additioanlly, Rs 20,000
for the Resenrch, Deved

resmaing one of the indhstry’s strongest demands
Acxurding 10 BG Barve, Cha Turation
('-mum af Indian Drug Manyfocturers’
(IDMA) and Joint Manoging
MN\‘I". ﬂlw Cross Labovatories, such o

croee
and [maovation (RDI) initistive. The

directly encourage innovation, new
dmg ) , and technelogy upgrades. He

Reeseatch [seovation and Extrepreneundip
Developuent (Blo- RIDE) schesse also received Rs
2300 crofe b promote Teomessacturing, reseasch,
nd entrepeenearship in novel drugs and medieal
devicos,

However, 2025 also brosght global uncomainties,
including geopolitical tensions and tant-related
pressures, particolasty from the US, Against this
hackdrop, stakeheidess are seeking policy statébity,
tax rationalixation, and regnlatory refarme 10 belp the
secto ressain competitive am! resilient

GST simplification and RAD incentives
A twertrrisg expectation acrus the life scienm
ecosystem s simplification of the Goods and Services

alwo highlights the meed for simglification o TDS
rates and threshobds to reduce dispates and kpeove
cash Dowy, aloag with restoring the 15 per ot
concesstonal corporate tax rate ender Section 115HA8
for new manutacunTg it

Customs, , and MSME reliof

Beyond GST. the lodnstry i seeking relief trom
Jong-standing customs and tax disputes. The IDMA
Tuas called S & Cuastomm Amnesty Scheme, sizdar o
Sabka Vishwas, 1o resolve kegacy ssuen. Digilatisation
of cuxturma processes 1 reduoe depe
phywical documentation and rathesalisatioo of high
ismport dutivs oo crrtin medicad devion (HSN
9018-9022) have also been ptwund

Tax (GST) regime, sspecially for
and medical devices. The lodwtry bas long strugghed
with imvested duty structures, delaved refunds, and
procedural complexitics that strain workieg capital.
particularhy for MMk
n,

Indian Mﬂnmll«l Alll.n(! (ra),
emphasises that he Budget must provide o stemtegc
thrust 1o belp the indwetry achieve its long-term
ssbitions of reaching $120 bilion by 2030 and $450
Wil bry 2047 *Incressing beallbsure spesading
foweasn] the National Health Policy tarpet of 2.5
per cent of GDP by 202627 bs critieal. Restoring
wwighted tax deductions Sor RED, rationalising
\verted GST structures, stmplifying compliance for
phyvician samples, and strengihening moentives for
bicpharmaceutical manufacturicg will help offiet
current external stresses.” he svs.

The reinstatement of Sgher weightod tax
deductions under Soction 35(2AB) for in-house RAD

Tax and
dopeoportionately impacts Nu. Dr Ranjeet
Mehta, CLO and Seeretary General. PID
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, streses
that honest taxpayers shosld not lose Inpat Tax
Credit doe ta suppior nos-comgiance. Allowieg
thexihility in imace matching and ensuring recavery
efforts Sest target defauting suppiiers weuld belp
trasthd truet and (mprave ease of doing business

Patient-centric and trust-based healthcare

Tnddustry beddies also expect the Budget (o
rvindoerw patient<entsic healthcare debnery. Anil
Matod, Director General, Organisation of
Pharmaceutical Producers of India (O1F1),
ootes that [adia stands a1 3 pivotal moesest 80 buid
a woeld-class life sciences ccosystem anchored in
patient safety, quality, sed equitable sccess. "A
forwand Jooking Dodgrt can catalyse truss -based

partoorships betwern government, industry, and
heakheare prosulees, altimatedy impeniig pateect
otocmnes thavnigh acoess 10 insovative therapies and
Mrcmger pablic bealth programmes.” he says.

frunding for Aysesaran Farst without significantly
tranbening consumers. Tegonts carreatly dominate
nearty two-thinds of India’s medical device market, »
Trend the kndestry wants to reverse.
Sinilary,the ivitro dlagnostics (VD) sector
ch .

& has halleeg,
Public bealth priorities are also shaping budgct su-num limited export incentives, .namn
expectation. Stroke emains coe of the keading Sex couts. Jaatine Mahaje

canses of death and disablley i Iacka, affecting an
xtimated 1.8 million prople anmally. The Indisn
Stroke Association (FSA) #s urging the govermmont to
Mrengthen neurobapical care infrastricture by setting
up more dedicated stroke units, improvieg sebalince
newjuonse times, s treimng cmerpeocy beams.

Dr Arvind Sharma, Stroke

. of
Mamfactiorers of India (ADMI), coophasisn
the need for sector-specitic reforms, pubiic-private
RAD partnesships, and disgnestic hubs in Tier 11 and
Tier 111 eithes.

wmd Secretary, ISA, highlights the importance
o expanding bebe-aesrobogy wervic o svech rural
populations. He s oalls for better inesmnce
coverage for kag-term neseulogical care,
Including physkxherapy, peech tenpy, copntive
rehabilitation. and hoate-tased suppon.

Preventive healheare and early dlagnosts
350 RARING CTVARE AR ACTURS Sectoen.
Stakeholders helieve Mgher budgetsry alineations for
screening programmen, msheidised dragnastics, and
annual health check-ups could sigaiicantly redece
bomg-term healthcare costs,

Healthcare investment & reglonal expansion
Despite progress, India's healthcare spending
remains bvw comgared to many developing nathoos
Several experts argue (hat combined orntral sl state
hewlthcare expenditre shoekd rive to st least 5 per
cwnt of GDP o bsikd » robust and equitable syste=

& long-term reforms
Sevoral experts hanve abso called for regilatory
restracturieg Ghosh, Partner and

ife Sciewces & Health Care Industry Leader,
Deloitte India, recommends exphoring » singe
regulztory autborty fur phamuaceuticals 2ad
edical devicm 10 strvamline approvals and boost
Lnvestor confidence. He also supports iatroducing

a cheas policy on refurbished medical devices, with
safegaards b ensure safety and efhoacy.

Lonkirg shead, stakcbalders expect Badget
202627 to priofitise boag-term reforms alagade
Tmmediste capacity buikding. Dv Mifind Antand,
Head. Pharmaceuticol and 1.

Proctice, Nishith Desal Associates, anticipates
deeper sapprrt for Bealth invirance jrenetratien
through reduced GST on peeminms, higher tax-
Gechuction limits, and expanded grvenumest-backed
wchermes.

Budlge d 1o bocnt ph

h

Dr MI National
Association of Healthcure Providers - l-lh
CAHPY), advocaties targeted tax inceatives to
encourage healthcare investiments in underserved
regions, partscularly Toer 1L nad Tier LI cities. M
ako calls for enhanced sepport for cacology resesrch,
clderly care, and Yong-terem treatment anvesge under
henkh insurance schemes

devices and diagnostics reforms
The meical devirs and disgnoation segments
are seeking focused reforms to reduce impont
deperuberer s improve dismmestic

h ded PLI schemes, export incentives,
and Ll sepport 10 strengthen supply chans asd
lobal competitiveness, “The sector is Bkely o be
positioned as 2 key growth engioe, with strong.
focws on RED, innovatice, and affordable care foe
NCDw,” s Bhonw Prokash Kefmath of Gront
Thornton Bharet.

Conclusion

The Sde sciences sector views Badget 2026-27
ay a Aefining meomont. Expectstions ramge from GST
sumgbication m.l RAD incentives lo regulatory

The Assoclation of Indian Medical Device
Laadantry (AiMeD)) has proposed praptic tariff
rationalisation to encosrage local value addition
while safeguarding investments made by Indian
manufacturers.

Rajiv Nath, Forum Coordinator, AiMeD,
suggests a calibwatod tardl increase of 5015 per cent,
partially offset through & health cess, to generate

ta sl stromges
prablic health unnlnmll. With phannaceuticals
and bealthare wamerging ax key drivers of ecosomic
growth, innovation, and emplovisent, a well.
calibrated Budget can strengthen India’s global
coxnpetitivensss while making healtheare soeo
affordable and accessible for millons. B8

Sanjiv Das

s das mmactiv 0o
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Pharma trends that will shape 2026: Building
a future-ready, patient-centric industry

Anil Matai, Director General, OPPI, outlines the major pharmaceutical trends expected to shape
2026, detailing how digital health, Al-driven drug development, precision medicine and resilient
supply chains will influence the industry’s shift towards a future-ready, patient-centric ecosystem
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The Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI), which
represents research-based global pharmaceutical companies in India,
stated that there is an opportunity in the upcoming Budget to further
strengthen the country's healthcare and life sciences ecosystem with a
clear patient-first focus.

“From a fiscal standpoint, rationalisation of GST on medicines and
medical products, clarity on input tax credits, greater targeted customs
duty relief for critical raw materials and advanced manufacturing in-
puts would help ease cost pressures and improve affordability,” OPPI
Director General Anil Matai said.

Reintroducing or strengthening R&D-linked tax incentives and support
for fiscal support clinical research can further encourage innovation-led
growth and global competitiveness, he added.

"We also look forward to measures that improve regulatory predictabil-
ity, encourage clinical research, and support advanced manufacturing
while ensuring that quality and safety remain paramount,” Matai said.
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Pharma Industry Seeks R&D Sops, Simplification of Regulatory Framework
in Budget

The Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPFI, which represents research.
based global pharmaceutical companies in India, stated that there &s an opportunity in the
upcoming Budget to further strengthen the country’s healthcare and life sciences ecosystem
with a clear patient-first focus

“From a fiscal standpoint, rationalisation of GST on medicines and medical products, clarity
on Input tax credits, greater targeted customs duty redief for critical raw materials and
advanced manufacturing inputs would help case cost pressures and improve affordability”
OPP1 Director General Anil Matal said

Reintroducing or strengthening R&AD-linked tax incentives and suppart for fiscal support

clinical rescarch can further encourage Innovation-led growth and global competitiveness, he
added

"We also look forward to measures that improve regulatory predictabllity, encourage
clinkeal research, and support advanced manufacturing, while ensuring that quality and safery
remain paramount.” Matal sald



https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2026/01/12/pharma-industry-seeks-r-d-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget.html

Publication

Outlook Business

Date 12 January
Edition Online
Headline Pharma Industry Seeks R&D Sops, Simplification of Regulatory Framework

in Budget

The Qrganisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI), which represents research-based global pharmaceutical
companies in India, stated that there is an opportunity in the upcoming Budget to further strengthen the country's
healthcare and life sciences ecosystem with a clear patient-first focus.

"From a fiscal standpoint, rationalisation of G5T on medicines and medical products, clarity on input tax credits, greater
targeted customs duty relief for critical raw materials and advanced manufacturing inputs would help ease cost pressures
and improve affordability,” OPPI Director General Anil Matai said.
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https://www.outlookbusiness.com/budget/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/budget/pharma-industry-seeks-rd-sops-simplification-of-regulatory-framework-in-budget

Publication | Rediff

Date 12 January
Edition Online
Headline

Pharma Industry Budget Expectations: R&D, Regulations

The Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI), which represents research-based global
pharmaceutical companies in India, stated that there is an opportunity in the upcoming Budget to further
strengthen the country's healthcare and life sciences ecosystem with a clear patient-first focus.

"From a fiscal standpoint, rationalisation of GST on medicines and medical products, clarity on input tax
credits, greater targeted customs duty relief for critical raw materials and advanced manufacturing inputs
would help ease cost pressures and improve affordability,” OPPI Director General Anil Matai said.

Reintroducing or strengthening R&D-linked tax incentives and support for fiscal support clinical research
can further encourage innovation-led growth and global competitiveness, he added.

"We also look forward to measures that improve regulatory predictability, encourage clinical research, and
support advanced manufacturing, while ensuring that quality and safety remain paramount,” Matai said.

As the industry continues with the ethical business practices in alignment with the UCPMP, a trust-based
and collaborative approach between government, industry, and healthcare stakeholders will be key to long-

+ mem e b Al
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https://money.rediff.com/news/market/pharma-industry-budget-expectations-r-d-regulations/40067520260112

Qorpl X2

Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication | Express Pharma

Date 12 January

Edition Online

Headline Ahead of union budget, pharma industry seeks R&D boost, GST

rationalisation

Anil Matai, Director General, OPPL:

“As Inda approaches the upcoming Union Budget, 0PP1 belioves that thero is an opportunity 1o further strengthen the
country’s healthcare and life sclences acosysiem with a clear patient{irst focus. Sustained policy support over the
past few years has laid 3 strong foundation for innovation, regulatory reforms, and improved access. The forthcoming
Budget may have the potential to build on this by priceitising highee and more targeted investment in RED and
healthcare space. This will, in turm, foster 8 robust intellectusl property environment. and enable & streamined
pathways for parallel and faster o 1 of new medicines in India.

From a fiscal standpoint, rat . nof GST oar and medical products, clarity on input tax credits,
groater targeted customs duty relief for critical raw matenals and advanced mamndacturing inputs would help ease
coat pressures and improve affordability. Reintroducing or strengthening RED-linked tax incentives and support for
fiscal support chinical research can further encourage innovation-led growth and global competitiveness.

We also look forward o measwres that impeove regulatory predictability, encourage chinical research, and support
advanced manufacturing, while ensuring that quality and safety romain paramount. As the industry continues with the
othical business practices in adgrnment with the UCPMR a trust-based and collaboeative approach between
government, industry, and healthcare stakeholders will be key 10 longtemm progress. Ultimately, a patiens-first Budget
focused on innovation, access, and affoedability can help deliver better health outcomes and position Indis as o
globally competitive and responsible healthcare Jeader
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